CHADWELL COMMUNITY FORUM

Minutes of Forum Meeting held 30th October 2008
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At 19.30
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Peter Sparkes

The chairman opens the meeting by welcoming everyone and giving the following announcements.
1. There is a Santa Fun Run on the 7th December starting at the Essex Wildlife Centre Chafford Gorge for more details see the Forums web site.

2. There is a meeting about the Thurrock Play builder Scheme on Saturday 1st November 2008.  Everyone is welcome to go.  Chairman urges people to attend as this is about the monies the Council have for Play Equipment for the 8 to 13 year olds.
3. The chairman declares his interest as a Community Governor of the Gateway Academy. The chairman has received a request from the Gateway Academy asking if he can write a letter to the Thurrock Thames Gateway Development Corp. to support a plan for a Football stadium next to the school.  A vote was taken and there were no objections.  Therefore the chairman will write a letter supporting this application.

Minutes of the last meeting and matters arising

The minutes were agreed and signed and there were no matters arising.

Adoption of a Committee member and the AGM
It has previously been agreed to restrict the number of committee members to 15.  Nina Allen a committee member has had to resign due to personal reasons.  The chairman thanked Nina for all the help she has given over the past year especially on our Fun Day.
The chairman asked that Brenda Packer be adopted onto the committee.  This was proposed by Richard Price and Seconded by Cllr M Canavon.  This was put to the Meeting for a vote and there was one objection.  Sam Walker from the Youth Parliament  requested that the vacancy should be put to the Forum meeting.  This was done and Sam Walker proposed himself. The chairman asked for a proposer for Sam and this was done by Shaun Bajnoczky and seconded by Mr Pulfer.  As there were two vacancies both nominations were put forward to the meeting and were agreed with no objections.

The chairman proposed to the meeting to postpone the Annual General Meeting until April 2009 and April annually thereafter.  This is so that the AGM co-incides with the end of the financial year (31st March). This was seconded by Richard Price. The  request was put to the meeting and agreed with no objections.

The chairman explained that the existing committee members and the two new members would remain in place until the next AGM.
Treasurers Report
The Treasurer gave a balance that is standing on the Forums Account as £8181

Bids

There were three Bids put to the Meeting by the Secretary.

1. The Gateway Academy has applied for £608 to assist with a proposed cycle bus they are wishing to start.  The total cost is £8008.  The high cost is in relation to two adults being employed by the Gateway to ride with the pupils and to also teach the pupils in cycle proficiency.  The funds are required to purchase cycle helmets and waterproof jackets which will be under the control of Gateway Academy.  Richard Price reminds the secretary that this Bid will be shared by the Tilbury Community Forum as with any Bids put in by the Gateway Academy.  Therefore the cost to the Chadwell  Forum will only be £304.00  This was put to the meeting and agreed with no objections.

2. Alf Lowen Court has asked the Forum to purchase a new bingo machine as their old one has now broken. The secretary mentioned that herself and the chairman were invited to a coffee morning at the complex and were made very welcome by a happy group the residents.  The cost would be £252 + Vat although if the Council can purchase the machine the Forum may not have to pay the Vat.  This request was put to the meeting and agreed with no objections.
3. Alf Lowen Court has also asked for funds to landscape a piece of land behind their shed into a low maintenance garden.  The land is at present just earth and weeds.  The chairman has already asked Marion Rochford who looks after our planters to do an estimate.  This has been presented to the committee who discussed various options but decided to go with the plan as put forward. The total cost would be £680.   We ask the Meeting to approve the bid which was agreed with no objections.
Chadwell School
The Chairman explained that Robert McCulloch Graham was unable to attend the meeting and had asked Christine Tinkler to come.  However Christine sent her apologies as she was on a course in Birmingham.  Although at short notice the chairman then asked Cllr Sue McPherson to attend but she had a previous engagement.

Cllr M Canavon then addressed the meeting. She mentioned that at the previous night’s council meeting Cllr Rice put forward a motion to withdraw the consultation on the closure of the school.  This was robustly discussed at the council meeting who said that the councilors were adamant that no decision would be made until all the information had been collected by the Council and had been put before them. Four members of the public put forward questions to the Councillors.   Several councilors tried to reassure the meeting that closure was not a forgone conclusion.  A vote was taken and the motion was lost.
Councillor T Fish mention that several councilors had sympathy but said that the motion was worded wrongly and should have been put forward as a change to the consultation to include other options.

Councillor MCanavon asked the chair if Councillor T Hipsey who was in attendance could address the meeting.  The chair agreed.

Councillor T Hipsey then addressed the meeting stating that no decision had been made and closure was not a forgone conclusion.  He was here to listen to resident’s side of the issue.

Q. Paul Hardingham, present chair of the school governors, asked why closure was the only option discussed.   He also asked why the falling numbers at the Chadwell School.  He also stated that the staff are working fantastically to bring the school out of special measures.

A. Councillor T Hipsey said that no decision had been made and would not be made until all he information had been collected and then put before the Councillors.
Q.  Paul Hardingham asked if Councillor T Hipsey would come to a special meeting with the children, parents and staff.  He mentioned that there were some confidential issues he wished the councilors to know about and did not want to discuss then at the meeting.

A. Councillor T Hipsey said he would have to take legal advice before agreeing to a meeting. 

Q.  Richard Price said that Chafford Hundred built their school for 750 pupils but now there were not enough places for all the pupils.

A.  Councillor T Hipsey said that originally the Chafford Hundred was only going to have 2500 houses but this had increased to 5000.

Q.  Officers who were taking back information to the council were not listening to what people had to say. At a meeting with Robert McCulloch Graham he said that the only option would be closure.

A. Cllr T. Hipsey reiterated that no decision had been made and if he could he would come to a meeting at the school.

Q. Nina Allen asked Cllr T Hipsey that if he was happy to have a meeting with Chadwell School would he consider meeting with the parents of the Herringham School. There is opposition at both Herringham and Woodside schools.  The meeting would need to take place before the 12th December 2008.

A. Cllr.Hipsey said if after taking legal advice he was allowed to have a meeting he would be happy to include all schools.

Q. Cllr Canavon asked why when at the overview and scrutiny committee three options were discussed why only one option (closure) was then put before the councilors.

A.  Cllr. Hipsey said the chairman of the overview and scrutiny committee was happy to make that decision.

Q.  Is the school sound and in good condition
A. Yes it is sound.

Q.  A resident produced a map dated before the consultations started showing that the Chadwell school was not on the map meaning that the council had previously made the decision to close the school, to build on the land.

A. Cllr Hipsey said no decision has been made.
Councillor T Fish asked if Cllr. Hipsey would reply to the Chair regarding the meeting and not the councillors as the Forum was a non political group.
Q.If you are not allowed to have a meeting because of legal reasons what will happen.

A. The consultation will continue.

Cllr. M Canavon stated that the council was not geared up for a proper consultation. All the press articles spell out closure and everyone wants their views taken into account.  The councillors only get a shortened version of the surveys.  She said that having previously worked in the council department that prepared  consultation documents that went before the coucillors she is aware that only a shortened version of all the surveys were presented to the councilors. A meeting would be a good way of getting everyone’s concerns on board.
Reverend Deane supported Paul Hardingham’s request for a meeting. As a previous governor of the school he said the school pupils, parents and staff had been previously let down by the council. There is still deep hurt felt by all concerned over the lack of support received from the council resulting in the school going into special measures. This could have been avoided if only the council had acted sooner.
A.  Cllr. Hipsey said he cared about what happened to the children that is why he is attending this meeting.
The chair thanked Cllr. T Hipsey for attending the meeting at short notice.

He also asked the meeting if they wanted him to write to the Chadwell councillors asking for a fresh motion to be put forward requesting that other option i.e federation, increased support be also part of the consultation process.

No objection received therefore the chair will write a letter.

Wendy Mayo Ngage

Wendy spoke about the Expert Patient Programme on behalf of Pauline Brown.  Wendy explained that the Programme was for anyone who suffers from a long term illness.  The course runs for 2 hours per week for six weeks.  The tutors on this course have long term health problems so they have first hand experience.  The course gives you the mechanism to cope and is about you taking control not the illness controlling you. It helps to relieve the stress and tension.  There will be a course starting in Chadwell, date and venue to be advised.  Wendy is an advocate of the course having attended one herself and going on to become a tutor.
Wendy also spoke about three leaflets she handed out.

1. Ngage :  Showing how Ngage supports communities in Thurrock.

2. Active Citizen : Showing ways to get involved in your local community

3. Nudge your Neighbours : A leaflet for residents to fill in with the date of the next Forum meeting and then put through a neighbours door.
The chair thanks Wendy.

Police

Sgt John Gray started off by thanking everyone for the two bikes donated to the police by the Forum.  PCSO Ben showed the meeting one of them.

Sgt John Gray then went on to say that Ben and Neil had seized a bike and before the rider can get it back it will cost them £1200.  If the bike is not insured or is not roadworthy they will not get it back.
A resident asked the question if it was allowed to take photos of riders as she had been told that it was against the law.

Sgt Gray said there was no problem in taking photos but not to put yourself at risk by doing so.  

Crime figures:

Since April there has been 22 warnings issued and 6 vehicles seized.

Last month there were 30 calls and 19 incidents.

There have been 64 offences this year against 58 last year. Some of these crimes were preventable i.e Bikes left out in gardens.

There have been 5 Pedal cycle thefts. Anyone with a bike can get this coded at the libraries by the police with a passport.  This would then assist the police in tracing the rightful owner should it be recovered.

There has been increased activity with bikers on the Heath.  Bill Sargant the Local Estates Manager said he had now received the quote for gates. These will be chicken gates and not the A frame gate.  One should be in place by Harding Rd week commencing 10th December. The cost of these has been funded by the Local Estates scheme.
Bennett Lodge Presentation by Roger Harris

Roger introduced himself as head of Social Services.  He said Runwood Homes had purchased the leasehold 8 years ago on a 25 year lease leaving another 17 years to run. At this time the council still held control over the placing of residents and the care they received. The council was approached by Runwood Homes last year to see if they could purchase the Freehold. The offer they gave was not attractive enough therefore the council declined. Earlier this year they approached the council with a better offer.  Mr Harris outlined the reasons for Runwood Homes wanting to purchase the Freehold.

At present the home is between 30 to 40 years old but is still in reasonable condition.  However other care homes in the area are more modern and up to date most having on suite bathroom or shower facilities. In order to attract residents the home needs to be modernized.  The council does not have the funds to do this.  However Runwood Homes are unable to raise the necessary funds for investment on a short term lease.  They need to either have a long term lease or the freehold. If this goes ahead the council will ensure that a covenant will be put into the deeds ensuring that the property will be kept as a care home.  The council will still have the legal responsibility for placing people into the care home and for their long term care programme. The council may also be able to obtain a share of any profit.  At present negotiations are still on going with Runwood Homes for the possible sale of the freehold or for a long term lease.
Questions :

Q Who will be responsible for the day to day running of the home and ensuring the residents are being cared for properly and do they have the right to go in unannounced to inspect the properties..

A.  The council has a legal responsibility to the residents and they can go in unannounced and inspect the home.  Both Bennett Lodge and Leatherland Lodge have been inspected and been given a 2 star rating.  Any home inspected will always show up some problems.

Q.   Is the covenant that will be put into the deeds protected or can it be overturned.
A.   We will get the best covenant we can.

Q.  Most homes have 4 or 5 carers and the residents do not seem to get any stimulation.

A.  The council is increasingly trying to get more creative and more flexible, and is trying to get more outside trips for the residents and also more flexible visiting hours.

Q. Will there be any increase charge for staying there.

A.  The council has a set fee .

Q.  Are staff trained.

A. Manager are trained to NVQ4 level and other staff normally to NVQ2 level.

The chair thanked Roger for coming.

Sam Walker Youth Parlimentary Officer

Sam gave a short talk about the Youth Cabinet.  There constitution sets out goals for youth 13 to 19 years of age.  They have funds to spend on youth projects and to date have funded such items as :

Buying Dance equipment, and Blackshots skate park   Altogether they have had 80 successes.

Q. A resident asked how to obtain an application form. 

A. The Youth Forum is advertised in the Local Press and on the council’s web site.
Q. Does the Youth Parliament have a web site.

A.  At present our web site is being revamped.

Q The chair asked for posters to put on the Forums notice boards.

Q. Bill Sargant said he has been asking for 18 month what youth provision there was in Chadwell.

A  I don’t think there is any but he will take this back to the cabinet.

The chair thanked Sam.

Any other Business
The chairman said he had received notice of a planning application by 02 for a 48ft mast down the end of Riverview on the piece of land where the three raised flower beds are.  This is the second application the first being turned down for being to near water mains. The second application has been moved about 4 metres.  The Forum has been collecting signatures on letters to the council against this application.  There is also a petition in the Spa. 
Ensign bus is prepared to loan us their open top bus again for the Fun Day.  They have asked for feedback from residents about the new buses. The feedback given was that the buses no longer go down the Chadwell Rd but both go via Socketts Heath, also the bus to Orsett Hospital had been cancelled.  Cllr M Canavon said that a survey was done some time ago and residents were asked if they would use the bus if it was kept on but there was not enough response to warrant retaining the bus.

The meeting was closed at 21.30

Details of the next meeting will be advertised on our notice boards and web sites.
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