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Chairman’s   Introduction

         Chairman explained that this meeting had been called to deal expressly with the problems

            encountered at the Chadwell Recreation ground/Orsett Heath. No other business will be dealt        with.  It is hoped that positive ideas would come from the residents as to how to proceed.  The

            Chairman introduced Simon Black Head of Community Services at Thurrock Council who was in attendance at our last meeting to explain what facilities are or would be available. After this the chairman requested that the residents split into three groups each group having a councilor and a facilitator to come up with ideas and these would then be put forward to the meeting.

Simon Black

            Simon thanked everyone for attending.  He also thanked the resident who called him back to the Heath after the last meeting.  He explained that the visit productive as there was a biker on the Heath.  He completely understands the noise element with just one biker let alone any more but was concerned at how dangerous these bikers are not only to themselves but to adults and children playing or walking on the Heath.  He went on to outline the options and funds that are available.
1. Do nothing and let the situation continue and probably get worse.

         2. Get funding for play equipment to be installed.  The council had secured £1.1 million grant                                                    

                From the Government from their Fair Play budget. Simon then introduced Sylvia Yates.
Sylvia Yates

        Sylvia explained how various departments or groups (i.e. Council, Planning, Environmental,   

        Thurrock Play Network, Police) are linking up with the Government to provide safe and secure                       

        Play areas for children. The council are to received the first tranch of the £1.1million, approx 

        £400,000, this year.  Forums are requested to bid for a share of this money.  Sylvia stated that the monies must be used for children’s play scheme but not necessarily the usual metal swings etc but more on the line of adventure equipment.  She is waiting to see if there are any restrictions on how this money can be used. However the money is used the community will be at the heart of the decisions. 

         Good play brings about reduced vandalism.

          Several residents expressed their doubts about the safety aspect also the risk of vandalism to any new equipment.

         Simon said that this where the Police, Council, and the community must play their part.  Parents need to be educated to take responsibility for the children.  SIMON ADVISED THE MEETING THAT THE Local Access Forum would be holding an open meeting on the Thurrock-wide issue of “Nuisance Motorbikes” on May 13th in committee room 1 at the Civic Offices starting 7.30pm, and both he and the Chair urged as many residents as possible to attend this event.
Further options:

3. There is some £5-6000 of s.106 monies that Luke Love has to spend.  Although he would like to see it being used for horticultural purposes he does not object to seeing this used for other projects.  Along with approximately £5000 from the local schemes budget, and also any funds the Forum may wish to put in, this could be used to restrict access onto the Heath or any other project on the Heath.

4. The Football Foundation is prepared to spend £100,000 on revamping the four football pitches with the proviso that Thurrock Council raises the monies to completely renew the changing rooms at a cost of £600.000 - which is not going to happen because of the restricted budget the Council has.  However Simon did agree to try and get outside funding perhaps from the Thames Gateway Corporation for this project.
Before we split into groups Simon emphasized that this is a golden opportunity to get something done and not let the nuisance bikers and vandalism get their own way.

         Three groups were formed the facilitators were Jackie Brown (group 1), Richard Price (group 2) and Carol Saunders (group 3)
         After re-grouping the results showed that all three groups said no to option 1 and 4.  With option 4 the football association is asking us to find six times as much as they were prepared to put in.  


Option 2 and 3 were the clear favorites although the groups had different ideas on how to spend option 3 monies:

CCTV (one resident was prepared to have one installed on his premises, paid for from s.106 monies);

Driving range (could be sponsored by local Golf Club);
         To assist with the painting of the Pyramid;
         No-Drinking Zone on the Heath;
         One Group wanted access restricted, another did not;
         Play Rangers.
         With option 3 most residents wanted to be consulted about the siting of the play equipment and felt that - more importantly -  the youngsters must be consulted.

Way Forward

    
The Forum has put in a Bid for the maximum amount from the DCSF; Sylvia Yates to do this on our behalf.

        To liaise with various agencies e.g. Police, Environment, Council to ensure nuisance behaviour and vandalism is stopped.
         Forum to put a Bid in for monies to help paint the Pyramid (liaise with Carol O’Regan).

         Further consultation regarding the use of s.106 monies with all relevant bodies.

         Forum to liaise with the Council regarding the installation of CCTV.

         Forum to contact a local golf club to see if they would be prepared to sponsor a driving range.

Closing statement

Chairman closed the meeting by thanking everyone who attended and for the positive input

they have given. We must not lose sight of this issue now that we have the opportunity to gain access to funding.  Chairman also thanked Simon Black, Sylvia Yates and Carol O’Regan

for attending and highlighting for us the options available, and he again encouraged as many      residents as possible to attend the LAF meeting on the 13th; he apologized for being unable to attend himself.
Resident will be notified of any developments.
        Next Forum Meeting 5thJune 2008 Herringham School 19.30 hours

        Next Committee meeting 22nd May 2008 George Tilbury House 19.30

