CHADWELL COMMUNITY FORUM

Minutes of Forum Meeting held 7th August 2008

Held at

Emmanuel Church Hall

At 19.30
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Paul Peterson





Residents                                 47





Apologies


R Price









M White









Dr. Ambikapathy









B Sargent

The meeting had been called specifically to deal with the Thurrock Thames Gateway Development Corporation’s (TTGDC) re-development proposals as they affect Chadwell.  However the Chairman did notify the residents of a meeting due to take place regarding the new Medical Centre proposed for the whole of Thurrock.  These meeting are to take place at the Civic Offices on the 2nd September at 19.00 and on the 11th September at 12.00

The Chairman started the meeting explaining it had been called after the Thames Gateway Development Corporation issued their preferred proposal for the re-development of Chadwell St Mary. An exhibition of the proposals was held in the Chadwell Library attended by a Council official and a representative from the TTGW. There was no specific plan showing where the development would take place, just lines and maybes of what might happen.  Residents felt they were not getting full answers to their questions.  Most of the exhibition was about Tilbury.  The Chairman and Secretary also went to this and when they asked why there was no overlay of what the proposals would look like the answer we got was Chadwell is too small to spend money on plans.
The Chairman read out an email received from James Bompass explaining why the TTGDC declined to send anyone to the meeting. The email was as follows : 

Thank you for your email.
The Development Corporation is unable to attend a meeting with the Chadwell Community Forum. The primary purpose of the 3-week exhibition held at Tilbury, East Tilbury and Chadwell St Mary has been to enable residents and stakeholders to ask questions and view plans associated with the emerging Masterplan. These events have been staffed by both the Development Corporation and Urban Initiatives (the consultants producing the Masterplan) and have been well attended.
Holding separate meetings causes problems of perception of preferential treatment as the Development Corporation does not have the resources to attend all similar meetings with other community bodies and key stakeholders. 
May I remind you that consultation ends on 11th August 2008, in which to provide comments on the emerging Masterplan.
Regards,
James

The last date for opposing any or all of the consultation is Monday 11th August 2008.
The proposed development falls into three parts

1. The redevelopment of Waterson Road area which includes Aluric Close, Camden Close, Felecia Way and Vigerons Way.
2. The re-development of the Library area.

3. Land to the east of Cole Avenue.
The Local councilors have received a petition signed by residents of the Waterson Road area against any proposal involving knocking down their houses and building a large estate which includes loosing the existing amenity greens

Councillor Rice has accepted this and explained that the councillors are here to represent the views of the residents and that if it was their wish that this proposal should not go ahead then they would fight on the resident’s behalf to get it stopped.  He has had a letter printed on their behalf and requested that everyone sign and hand one to him at the end of the meeting and he would  then take these letters together with the petition to the Thurrock Thames Gateway Development Corporation’s office.  He mentioned that a petition was very good but if these letters we also sent the Corporation had an obligation to respond to everyone who had written.

Councillor Rice had also spoken to the Director of Planning at Thurrock Council who advised him that they were against the proposal for Cole Avenue and would oppose the Waterson Road area development if that was the wish of the residents. He went on to say that the problem with the TTGDC is that they employ consultants from outside the area who have no understanding of resident’s needs and requirements.

The residents spoke of their concerns over the Waterson Road development and whilst it is impossible to minute everything here is an sample of some of them:-
1. Felecia Way.  Residents were advised that their houses may be knocked down and new houses built in their place as well as on the amenity green.

2. How long would it be before they started?
3. Would they get the value of their houses plus compensation for disturbance?
4. One resident said he had spent a lot of money on his council house; would he get it back?
5. Residents could not understand the promotional leaflet that went out.

6. They want a Public meeting with the TTGDC.

7. Why build on green belt?  And the amenity areas are a godsend to the residents.

Councillor Rice stressed how important it was to get the letters signed and handed in so that the TTGDC know how residents feel.  He reiterated that the councilors were their elected representatives and it was their duty to campaign to stop the proposals. He suggested that each resident present take 10 letters and distribute them and if the residents returned them to the Library he would then pick them up Monday morning. 

It was impossible to give a clear answer to some of the questions as only the TTGDC could answer these.

Councillor Fish re-assured the meeting that Thurrock Council’s Planning dept had already turned down the Cole Avenue proposal and had assurances that they would oppose the Waterson Road development.  However it was felt that they should put this in writing.

Tony Harley also mentioned the Treetop school.  The proposal was to build on the orchards near the old Torrell’s School.  He said that they campaigned against this quite forcefully as the Orchards was Green Belt land.  The result was that the school was built but not on the part which was Green Belt.  He said everyone has to campaign hard to stop this development and not let the TTGDC ride rough shod over everyone. This was met with a round of applause by the residents.
Councillor M Canavon said that the document produced was not a concrete proposal and now was the time to let them know how we felt.

Thurrock Council is in the process of producing a Local Development Framework for the next 15years.  Once this is a legal document it will be binding so it is important we keep the campaign going. 
The Secretary spoke of the development of the Library and how it was in need of repair. Quite a few residents opposed this as well as being a waste of money and it would infringe on the green belt land.

Rev. Nick Deane said how nice it would be to have a new library incorporating the police, doctors and a community hall giving a focal point to Chadwell.  Although some residents had reservations it was felt that Chadwell needed something like this, providing it did not infringe on the green belt and also it was in keeping with the church and Sleepers Farm cottage.
Tracy Lowe pointed out that the piece of land east of Cole Avenue had been given as a legacy to the children of Chadwell by a late resident and she produced a copy of the document to this effect. Councillor Rice asked for a copy of the document so that further investigation can take place.

The meeting was closed by the Chairman who said not to let vandalism beat us and to look forward to improving Chadwell with what the residents want and not what the Thurrock Thames Gateway Development Corporation think we want.

It was agreed that the letters would be picked up from the Library Monday morning at 10.00

Meeting Closed 21.20.
Next Forum Meeting will be Thursday 4th September at the Herringham School at 19.30
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