CHADWELL COMMUNITY FORUM

Minutes of Forum Meeting held 4TH September 2008
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Reverend Nick Deane
Opening statement by Chairman

Chairman thanked everyone for coming and explained the Code of conduct that had been handed out was at the request of Ngage and this is the code that will be followed by all Community Forums at every meeting. The code is also posted on our Web site.
Matters arising and minutes of the last meeting

Minutes agreed and signed by Chairman.

No matters arising.

Finance

Balance standing on the Bank account as at Monday 1st September 2008 was £9654.40

Bids

1. Community Forum Fun Day 2009 £3300.00.    Vote taken, all in favour

2. Replacement door to rear of Scout Hut £825-00.  Vote taken, all in favour
3. Herringham PTA request £500 towards the purchase of 60 Fluorescent Duffle bags, 60 pencils   

 and  stickers to give as a reward for doing the walking school bus total cost £521.00. Vote taken, all in favour.

4. Dilip Sabnis Patient Participation Group request the sum of £600.00 to assist with the cost of their Health awareness open day for the residents of Chadwell and also to pay for 4 quarterly seminars on Health issues.  Total cost approx £3600.00.  Vote taken, all in favour.
5.Sgt. John Gray requests the sum of £584 to purchase two cycles for use by the Chadwell Police in Chadwell for the benefit of the residents. Vote taken, all in favour.
Chadwell Primary School

Mr Robert McCulloch-Graham introduced himself and apologised for changing the order of the Agenda but he had to be at another meeting by 20.30.
Before last Christmas there was a paper issued to discuss the options available for the Chadwell Primary School which is in special measures. Since then there has been two Ofsted visits and the last visit showed an improvement.
Mr McCulloch-Graham emphasized that the proposed option to close the school was nothing to do with the performance of the school.

However since last Christmas the council has been conscious of the future requirement of pupil numbers.

They have employed consultants to carry out a survey to accurately estimate pupil numbers for 2013 and up to 2020.so that they can plan ahead for future requirements.
It was found that there are surplus spaces in Chadwell. He went on to explain that with a small school it is difficult to get the funding sufficient to give good education where as a larger school would get better resources. With the projections showing surplus spaces, the council have taken the decision to propose that the Chadwell School be closed in the best interest of the pupils and that current pupils will be placed in either Herringham School or Woodside school.
This proposal was going to be put before the Cabinet meeting in October but as news had leaked to the press about the closure the council had no alternative but to put it before September’s Cabinet meeting. There will be a period of consultation with the schools and the community until the end of November. A decision will be made by the Cabinet in January.  If the proposal is upheld there will be a formal procedure to follow including any appeal. If closure goes ahead children will be placed in their new schools by the summer term. He emphasized again that this is an economic decision and nothing to do with the school being in special measures.

Question and Answer session.
Q. If you are taking the children’s best interest at heart, why now, and why have measures not been taken before to support the school?
A. There are declining spaces in all of Chadwell and there has been an action plan in place since the school went into special measures.
Q At the moment there are 30 children per class in the Herringham School which the residents daughter goes to. Is there a guarantee that her younger child will be offered a place at the Herringham?
A. The admission criteria stay the same. Consultation on whether to enlarge the school will be taken.

Q. What will happen to the Chadwell Primary School.  Will it be flattened so that more houses will be built putting more strain on future school places?
A. A consultation will take place with the community on the future of the school.

Q. Several teachers present at the meeting asked why they were not informed of the closure but had to find out through the press or even on their return to school after the summer break. How would the council feel if they found out via the press that their jobs are to go?
A.  It was unfortunate that the news got leaked and they had to put the proposal to the Cabinet meeting a month early. It would have been preferable to leave it until a month into the new term.

Q. Had consultation included Federation with another School?
A. Having one Head Person between two schools would not have been the best solution for the pupils.
Q. By proposing a closure this is giving a clear message to the pupils that they are not doing well.  The current teachers have worked hard with the pupils and are now seeing an improvement only to be rewarded by the closure of the school.
A. This proposal is nothing to do with the Special measures the school are in, but an economic proposal.

Q. The proposals for building on Merrydale and Cowards estate are grossly wrong.

A. Officers have analyzed the figures and the projected number of pupil spaces required is accurate.

Q. A large proportion of Chadwell residents are elderly. It would be assumed that council houses would be offered to younger people with children, or owner occupiers would hand or sell their properties to younger people.
A. The council has done their homework and the age of the population has been taken into account.

Q. If the figures are true has the council taken into account the ageing profile of Chadwell in terms of OAP provision?
A. The council consider the figures to be accurate.

Q. Some parents prefer smaller schools as this gives their child a better education.

A. On the budget the council have, it is not viable to employ teachers for small schools.

Councillor Rice then addressed the meeting
He said that “you are the people of Chadwell if you put enough pressure on the council they may back down. Why are they picking on Chadwell and selling off the family silver?”  He has handed out letters for residents and concerned people to sign opposing the closure.

The councillors are proposing to lodge a question at the next Full Council meeting on the 17th September 2008.  He requested that as many residents as possible attend this meeting and emphasized that the more people who attend the better.

Chairman took a vote on whether to hold another meeting next month.  Majority agreed, Chairman to organize.
Orsett Heath

Simon Black started by thanking everyone for attending. He said that there had been developments with regard to the proposals for the Heath but asked that Bill Sargent and Sgt. John Gray give an update.

Bill Sargent.   Bill said that there are monies in the local budget scheme available to put into place restrictions onto the Heath. It has not been finally decided where these are to go but the gate by the car park was one, Harding Rd another by the Bridge to Hangmans Wood. He will be getting quotes and after consultation with the Police will have these put in place.

Sgt.John Gray.
The police are not allowed to pursue bikers because of Health and Safety reasons. They have received 7 nuisance calls about bikes on the Heath.  It is clear that residents are not reporting these incidents to the police.  If they do not, the Police will think that the problem has gone away and no specials measures will be taken. He said the Police cannot patrol all of Chadwell all the time but if numerous reports come in relating to one particular problem the police will then patrol the area more often.  They need the residents help.
If a biker is caught a section 59 is issued in respect of anti social use of vehicles. If used again within 12months the bike is then seized.  

If a biker rides on the roads with no insurance the bike is seized and only returned when adequate insurance is seen. They will also incur points on their licence and a fee to pay to have the bike returned.

Sgt John Gray is to visit to Sittingbourne where they have had similar problems but have had some success in containing it.
They have also had the mobile police van on the Heath and in the Crescent and on one occasion borrowed a mobile CCTV.

Sam Walker a youth cabinet member asked Sgt. Gray if they were proactive in the schools as he has not seen any police visiting the Gateway Academy or seen any posters or literature.  Sgt Grays said they had visited seven schools in the area and were surprised when asked by the police the number of pupils that owned motorbikes.  He said he would ask the local police to make a visit.

Simon Black stressed the need to report incidents to the police to enable them to get a clear picture of what is happening in Chadwell.

With regard to the Orsett Heath he told the meeting that the Football Foundation have amended their proposal with regard to football pitches.  They are now prepared to put up an extra £150,000 to assist with the revamping rather than rebuilding of the changing rooms leaving another £250.000 to be found.  The secretary reminded the meeting that at the Forum meeting held on the 8th May 2008 the three groups chose not to go with the football pitches.  However now the Foundation is prepared to up their grant it may now be a better proposition.

One resident said he was concerned about the car parking should the pitches go ahead and Simon said there would have to be a consultation before anything was done.  Simon has registered our interest with the Football Foundation.
The monies from the government for children play equipment will roll out shortly and every ward in Thurrock could be provided with one play project for children aged 8 to 13 up to a limit of £50,000-00. The bidding process for these monies will start in October. The monies will not be released by the council until the next financial year to give time to apply for match funding. The secretary reminded the meeting that at the Forum meeting held on the 8th May 2008 everyone was in agreement with this scheme.
The PCT are anxious to provide exercise equipment for adults.  This would be placed on the Heath after suitable discussions about the site.  They are prepared to give a grant of £60.000.00 and Simon has registered Chadwell’s interest in this project, which the meeting endorsed.
One young resident said it was a waste of time putting play equipment on the Heath as it would be vandalized straight away.  Sam Walker pointed out that it is only a minority of youngsters who behave anti-socially.
Another resident asked why the gym at Blackshots could not be free to residents rather than spend monies on new outdoor equipment.

The chairman confirmed with Simon what is on offer.

1. £50,000.00 from the government play scheme for 8 to 13 years

2. PCT  offer £60.000.00 for Adult exercise equipment.
3. The football Foundation are prepared to give £250.000.00 for football pitches and to help revamp the changing rooms. Simon has registered our interest in this.
 All three proposals were put to the meeting all with majority agreement.

The chairman advised the meeting that 02 were proposing to put a mobile mast at the end of Riverview by the roundabout.  There was a petition at the Forum opposing this if anyone wanted to sign it and another one in the Spa Supermarket.
He apologized to Sam Walker Youth Cabinet member for not being allowed time to speak but would ask if he could attend the next Forum meeting.
He reminded the meeting that Alan Brock would take any questions about pavement and roads after the meeting.

Meeting closed at 21.30.

NEXT MEETING WILL BE ON THE 30TH OCTOBER 2008 AT THE EMANUEL CHURCH
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