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Apologies

Natalie Warren

Sidney Heath

Patrick Sparkes
Minutes of the last meeting

Agreed and signed as a true copy.

Adoption of a new committee meeting

It was proposed by Peter Saunders that Malcolm White be elected to the committee this was
seconded by Councillor Marion Canavon.  No objections received and Malcolm was duly elected.

Police Report

PC Chris Adam apologised for requesting to be put forward on the agenda but a further engagement meant that he had to leave early.
He gave the yearly crime figures for Chadwell as at the end of February

Total Crimes 744 and drop of 100 so far

Criminal damage 193 down by half from last year

Robberies 11 up on last years figure of 4

Overall Detection rate 23% up on last years 13%
Although the year does not end until April he felt that there would still be an improvement on last year.  They are investigating why robberies are up on last year.

With regard to the nuisance motor bikes the police are implementing a plain clothes operation in April assisted by police from other areas to approach the motorbikers with a view of handing out a warning.  The idea being that the biker will not recognize them as police and therefore the police will be able to get near them to talk.

Problem areas are still Riverview and Defoe Parade.

There was some discussion about the police contact phone numbers.  It would appear there is some confusion about the numbers given out at the last Forum.

For Clarity.



In an emergency Dial 999




To report and incident Ring Grays Police Station




To speak to local police about an incident or vandalism or have someone




Come and see you (non emergency)  Ring  07971599696 

Sam Walker from the Youth Cabinet offered his help in publicising the fact that bikes will be seized if caught.
Tom Orton raised the question of why chasing motorcycles is a health and safety issue for the police.

PC Adam said it was not the police being the issue for health and safety but should a biker get injured during a chase then the police are liable and can be sued.

Councillor Gordon Barton’s Retirement
Richard Price presented Gordon with a Tankard in thanks of his support over the years to the Chadwell Forum and prior to that the Residents association and also as a councilor to the residents of Chadwell.  Richard said he was a privileged to give this to Gordon as he had known him many years and knew of the hard work Gordon had done.  On behalf of the resident he wished him a happy retirement.

Councillor Barton responded by saying he had no idea this was going to happen and thanked everyone for their support in the Forum.  He thanked past and present Chairs and Secretaries for the work they had done for the Forum.  Gordon emphasized that the Forum is non political and that the residents should support the Forum as it is a means of getting there views put forward.
A presentation of flowers was given to Beverly Barton by Jackie Brown on behalf of the Forum.

A show of appreciation was made by the residents.
John Byford

John introduced himself and said that he is employed by the council to inform residents about waste recycling. He mentioned that landfill sites are not an option for the future as we needed to reduce our carbon footprint.  
We dump 75000tons of waste in landfill which produces methane which is 20 times more powerful than carbon.
The Government are giving councils targets to reduce their landfill waste as follows.

2010 reduce by 25%.........2013 reduce by 50%............2020 reduce by 65%
For every ton sent to landfill sites over and above our target will cost the council £150 so if by 2010 or indeed 2020 we have not reduced our landfill waste the cost will be tremendous. In addition the government will be introducing a Landfill Tax increasing by £8 per ton. every year. This is then passed on in our council tax.
What does this mean for residents:-  The cost of waste management in Thurrock is £7million per year which equates to about £120 per household.  If no action is taken to divert waste this cost will rise to £180 per household by 2010.

We currently recycle about 27% of waste but need to make radical changes.

No action is not an option the council are preparing for the future.

Mrs Beverly Barton stated that this should be a question of education.  Supermarkets and shops should think about their packaging and people should think about what they are buying, do they really need it or are they over buying then throwing away at a later date.

Unfortunately whatever action is taken it will cost more than at present but will be cheaper than doing nothing.

The following are the four options the council are proposing and are at present doing surveys in the area to see which one is more favorable.
Recycling and Composting Options
	Option 1 - 40%
 recycling rate

	Option 2 - 35% recycling rate

	Option 2 - 35% recycling rate

	Option 2 - 35%

 recycling rate


	· Treatment of all
waste that is not
recycled or composted
· New Re-use &
Recycling
Centre
· Weekly recycling
with wheeled bins
· Weekly collection of
kitchen and garden waste
with wheeled
bins
· Fortnightly collection of
non-recyclable
waste

	Treatment of all waste that is not recycled or composted
New Re-use &
Recycling
Centre
Weekly recycling with wheeled bins
Weekly collection of kitchen and garden waste with wheeled bins
Weekly collection of non-recyclable waste

	Treatment of all waste that is not recycled or composted
New Re-use &
Recycling
Centre
Weekly recycling with wheeled bins
Weekly collection of kitchen and garden waste with wheeled bins
Weekly collection of non-recyclable waste

	Treatment of all waste that is not recycled or composted
No New Re-use & Recycling Centre
Weekly recycling with blue boxes
Collection of garden waste with sacks, but no collection of kitchen waste
Weekly collection of non-recyclable waste



More details about  how the costs are made up can be found on the councils web site together with a more detailed technology report:- www.thurock.gov.uk/waste or booklets are available from the council (the Forum do hold a small supply).

We thanked John for his expert advice.

Orsett Heath        

Simon started off by apologising for the last Forum meeting when the correct officers did not turn up. He said that the right hand does not know what the left hand is doing.
The council have limited funds available e.g. £6500 from 106 monies and any monies available from the local estates budget which at present is not known.

The overriding problem at present is the motorbikes and anti social behavior.  Before anything is done these problems have to be tackled and Simon thought that what the police are trying to do is great.

Access for motorbikes onto the Heath is easy but then you have to think that if all accesses were closed there would be no access for wheelchairs and prams.  One resident mentioned that there was going to be kissing gates put in and the Chair agreed to look into this.

Simon handed out a plan of the Heath together with a chart and explained what could be done subject to funds. 
 Luke Love explained that there could be environmental planting and soft landscaping to screen off some areas.              This could be done straight away or after the anti social problems have been sorted.
A) Simon also mentioned various projects identified on the map as follows. Re-instating the Ball Court,
putting in new play equipment, re-instating the football pitches. (The Forum have a limited amount of plans available if required)
C)
The Football Assoc have £100k for new pitches but there are strings attached to this being the council             would have to spend £600,000 on re-vamping the changing rooms and that is not an option as funds are not available.

D)The council have applied to the Dep. For Culture and Media Sports Lottery Play Pathfinder Schemes for £1m  which - if agreed - would be split between Belhus, Blackshots and Orsett Heath and would have to be used for play equipment.
The issue of a car park will have to be addressed if the football pitches were re-instated.
Lots of ideas and issues were discussed e.g. some wanted play equipment or landscaping others did not.  

If the Lottery funds were agreed for play equipment then the youngsters would have to be consulted.
John Southgate said that the council had called for this meeting but in fact had no real monies to develop the Heath.

Councillor Marion Canavon thanked Simon and urged everyone to continue working with the Police and the Council and although funds are limited, take this opportunity to get the Heath re-vamped and not give into the small minority of residents who wish to do nothing but vandalise it.  Sue Gard has already carried out a survey with nearby residents but the results were not available to this meeting.  
It was agreed that a meeting solely devoted to the issue of the Heath be arranged when we know the extent of funds we have to use.

Simon finished by saying that if everyone could give some thought as to what they would like to see done on the Heath before the next meeting so that it can be constructive.

The Chairman apologized to the Allotment Society that we were unable to discuss the issue of unused allotments due to an over run on time.
Any other Business, Bids, and Fun Day were all postponed until the next meeting.

Treasurer’s report and statement of finances will be filed with the minutes.

The next scheduled meeting will be on the 8th May 2008 at the Herringham School at 19.30
This meeting is to discuss the issue of Orsett Heath/ Chadwell Recreation Ground Improvements

No other Business will be discussed
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