CHADWELL COMMUNITY FORUM

Minutes of Forum Meeting held on 31st January 2008
Held at

 Chadwell Herringham School Chadwell St. Mary
At 19.30
Chairman
P Saunders


Vice chair/Treasurer
R Price

Secretary                                 C Saunders

Committee Member
N Allen

Committee Member
J Brown

Committee Member
M Cooper

Committee Member
R Goldsmith

Committee Member
I Grant

Committee Member
M Packer


Councillor G Barton

Councillor M Canavon 

                                                Councillor T Fish

Guest speakers:
Mark Sheridan Thurock Council


Steve Starr  Thurrock Council

Sue Gard Tenant Participation Officer
 Police:
PC  Bradley Cox


PCSO K Roberts + 2 other PCSO’s

62 Residents signed in plus unidentifiable number who left without signing
Apologies for absence

Ian Yuille

Rev. Jules Gadsby
Minutes of Last meeting and Reports back
Minutes agreed and signed off.

Report back on Chadwell Library: Unfortunately Lottery funds were not forthcoming.  However they are still looking elsewhere for funds. 
Adoption of new committee member

It was proposed by Richard Price that Ian Grant be co-opted onto the committee this was seconded by Councillor M Canavon.  No one opposed.

Treasurers Report
No change, balance stands at £9785.74
Neighborhood Watch

Unfortunately Ron Crissell did not attend the meeting.

Chadwell Recreation Ground

Thurrock Council approached Chadwell Forum asking if they could come and give a presentation about the proposed alterations the Chadwell Recreation Ground (Orsett Heath).
This presentation was to be done by Luke Love Horticultural Manager, Mark Sheridan Outdoor Sport and Leisure and Tim Darwin or colleague, Head of Environment.

Unfortunately Luke Love and Tim Darwin did not attend and the Forum received no direct apology.

The meeting was extensively advertised to near by residents of the Heath, and was attended by many who are concerned about the proposed alterations.
Councillor M Canavon started this discussion and apologised for the lack of attendance by council officials although she had not been given a reason. She said the meeting was to discuss what residents would like to see done on the Orsett Heath and that there was no firm commitment to do anything.

Mark Sheridan began by saying they would like to propose putting 4 full size football pitches and 2 mini pitches. It was proposed that they also re-vamp the changing rooms which have been vandalized to include 10 new changing rooms, toilets and showers, and also continue along and re-vamp the Resource centre (the Pyramid) Mr Rayment who lives near the Heath produced a photo (see attached) showing cars parked all over Heath when football matches have been played there in the past. Although this was taken before the railings were put up the residents are concerned as to where all these cars will now park.  They have had recent problems regarding parking in Heath Road and Orsett Heath Crescent and that they are concerned that the emergency services would not be able to get through. Tim Orton stated that they had previously put in a petition to the council for an extended car park but this was turned down.  Mark was unable to confirm whether there would be an additional or extended car park as this was not in his remit. Residents also showed concerned about the continued vandalism.  It is the council’s proposal not to do anything until the problem of vandalism had been resolved.
Tom Orton also said that there was ground movement on the Heath but Mark said that there had been samples taken and that there was no more movement.

Councillor M Canavon said that no car parking had been agreed but will be looked at once plans have been drawn up.

Another concern was the rubbish that gets left behind and Mark said the football teams had a code of conduct and were contracted to remove all rubbish

Steve Starr attended the meeting instead of Tim Darwin and said there had been a meeting between the council and police regarding anti social behaviour. Steve said he was happy to take any questions and feed them back to the council.
Sue Gard gave a presentation saying she had been involved in a previous survey with nearby council tenants.  Sue issued everyone with a list of suggestions (see attached) produced by Luke Love.
PC Bradley Cox spoke and said that Chadwell was not the only place to have anti social behaviour and not all anti social behavior was caused by youngsters, adults are also involved.  Chadwell had a good team of PCSO’S and a Neighbourhood Specialist Officer.  They are all committed to stopping the anti social behavior. Residents must report anti social behavior or indeed any criminal act at the time and not a week later. If anti social behaviour is caused by council tenants they can be evicted from their homes.
Some suggestions for stopping anti social behaviour on the Heath are closing exits, CCTV, extra lighting and perhaps even taking photos and posting these in papers to make parents responsible.  One resident asked if there could be a alcohol free zone.

Councillor G Barton said that there have been problems with anti social behaviour, rubbish etc. and that what some people would like to see others don’t. Gordon said don’t lose sight of this project, come up with ideas and get them carried forward.

Councillor T Fish backed the idea of improving the Heath. The size of the Heath lends it self to anti social behaviour so lets take the opportunity of having it improved.

Suggestions from residents included an assault course, a youngsters’ committee to see what they would like. Another said not to let this be put on the back burner like other schemes and forgotten about.

The discussion was closed and it was agreed that residents would bring constructive ideas to the next meeting.  It was also hoped that the council would be in a position to give us more details.  Should there be anything urgent to report before the next meeting we agreed we would hold an emergency meeting to be organized by the council.  Therefore every one was requested to keep an eye on the notice boards or web site for further details.

Bids
No new Bids received.

We have now received a quotation from Herringham School for the memorial garden for Mrs McKinnon.  The total cost will be £3900 + vat.  We therefore agree to release our funds of £1200 with the balance being paid by the school’s contribution.
Brentwood Road Railings: Bill Sargent is still waiting for various quotes to either replace the whole of the railings, replace the part that is missing to match existing railings, or to mix and match.   It is hoped that these quotes would be available shortly.

It was suggested by the Secretary that should the lowest quote be above the available funds left for this year and bearing in mind that we would lose our money if no firm quote is put in by 7th March that we seek an alternative project and do the railings next year. The other project put forward at the last meeting was the purchase of a speed sign for the Brentwood Road.  The sign was turned down at the AGM in favour of the railings but was put forward to the residents again and was unanimously agreed with no objections. Therefore the Chair to get quotations and costings for installation of a sign.
Flower tubs : The monies have been received from the council for the flower tubs.  We are to obtain details of the Landscaper from the previous chair and arrange for the planting to be done.

Police
PC Bradley Cox gave details of recent incidents which have fallen in the last two weeks.
He requested residents to report at the time of an incident and gave phone numbers for people to contact.

They are:                 01245 491491
                               07971 599696

These numbers are also on the police web site and will be put on the Forum Web Site

Any other business

Vice chair has asked for a notice board to be placed by the Medical Centre in Riverview.  Chair has agreed to look into this.

Next Meetings

Committee meeting 6th March 2008 at George Tilbury House at 19.30 hour.

Next Forum meeting 27th March 2008 at Chadwell Herringham School (Small Hall) at 19.30 hours
Orsett Heath
Considerations for future Landscape / Horticultural Improvements
Following the attendance of a group meeting discussing Anti Social Behaviour issues on the Heath it was felt that making proposals for landscape or horticultural related improvements maybe premature at this time.
However following general enquiries from local ward members, and some local resident interest - it is felt that we should not loose sight of projects that could, in time be successful.
The Heath should be viewed as a local asset, and one that should encourage 'proper use' - not as a place that is solely used, or considered to be used for anti social behaviour related activities.
Landscape / Horticultural Improvements that can be considered for the Heath are varied, and range in size and subsequent cost.
For larger projects it is likely that external funding may have to be sought. Projects, or ideas that can be considered could include:
>
Heathland Habitat Recreation
Tree Planting (using characteristic heath land trees such as Silver Birch) Habitat Creation (using characteristic heath land plants such as Heathers, Gorse and grasses)
-
Bio Diversity / Habitat Creation / Environmental Planting
>
Play Provision
· Teenage Meeting Shelters
· Multi Use Games Area / Ball Court (MUGA)
· Toddler Equipment
· Fitness trails
· Marked Walks & Rest / quite areas
· Community Orchards
It is felt that until at least some of the anti social behaviour issues are addressed, any of the above projects would ultimately fail due to vandalism, and lack of community involvement.
Any improvements on the Heath should also give consideration to the Thurrock Greengrid Strategy - which may be able to influence funding streams or facilitate the creation of larger scale 'master plans'.
It has been indicated that the community forum meeting due to be held on the 31st January is likely to be consumed by Anti Social Behaviour issues, and as such the Horticulture team would like to present apologies for non attendance.
However, if there are interested residents / tenants / community groups that would like further information on any horticulture or landscape related issue -please do not hesitate to contact us.
Luke Love
(Horticulture Manager)
01375 652807
Carol Spencer
(Project Officer)
01375652350
Andrea Winterflood
(Technical Officer)
01375 652312
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