CHADWELL COMMUNITY FORUM

Minutes of Forum Meeting held 5th June 2008
Held at

 Chadwell Herringham School Chadwell St. Mary
At 19.30

Chairman


P Saunders



Vice chair/Treasurer

R Price


Secretary                     
C Saunders


Committee Member

N Allen


Committee Member

J Brown


Committee Member                N Cooper


Committee Member

R Goldsmith

                                                Committee Member                M White


Committee Member
             I Grant

                                                 Local Council                         Bill Sargent

Guest Speakers                       

Apologies                                Wendy Mayo (Ngage)

                                                 M Packer

                                                 M Phillips (Allotments) 

                                                 J Southgate

                                                 Rev. N Deane
                                                 Cllr. Canavon

                                                 Cllr. Fish

                                                 Cllr Rice

Residents                                  16


                                                Police                                        Jim Walker
                                                                                                  Ashley Warden
Minutes of the Last Meeting and Matters arising
On page 3 of the minutes of the 8th May it should have read 2 groups wanting restricted access and one group who did not.

Minutes agreed and signed by Chairman.

Orsett Heath The police have had several operations on the Heath more details under heading Police.  Cllr. G Rice and Bill Sargent have had a meeting with the police and are due to have another one soon to ensure the operations are being kept in the forefront.  
The following three residents would like to be co-dopted onto the committee
Tom Orton proposed by Peter Saunders Seconded by Malcolm White
Dr Ambipakathy proposed by Peter Saunders Seconded by Richard Price

Mick Wright Proposed by Peter Saunders Seconded by Jackie Brown

Everyone present agreed therefore all three were co-dopted until the next AGM.

Amendment to Constitution

At present our constitution allows an unlimited number of committee members.  It was put forward that we restrict the number of committee members to 15.  This will be a manageable figure but also allow for holidays and  other absences.  Put to the Forum for a vote 24 Yes 2 Against.  We will therefore amend the constitution.
Treasurers Report

Treasurer reported a balance of £12586.15p

With regard to the outstanding projects that have not been taken, up the council has agreed to let us use these funds approx. £2500 provided we keep them informed on what the monies are spent on.

Guest Speaker Tom High 

Tom introduced himself.  He works for the South West Essex Primary Care Trust in the Vitality Health and Well-being Service.  In particular Tom promotes the Stop Smoking Campaign.

He said that the PCT recognize that people need access to information about loosing weight, stop smoking, healthy living, and sexual and mental health. Tom gave details of their new Web site which is 
www.LOVEVITALITY.org 

There are drop-in centres at The Chadwell Health Clinic Monday   9.30 to 11.30
                                                                                           Tuesday  16.30 to 20.30
There is also walking for health East Tilbury they do a short walk every day.

In Chadwell the Sabnis Clinic do a walk on the 1st Sunday in every month details are usually on the Forums notice boards and also the web site.
There is also Pilates, dance and Tai Chi lessons around the area but none in Chadwell.

We thanked Tom for giving us an insight and also for donating raffle prizes for our Fun Day.

Bids

The four tubs have now all been planted we have funds set aside from the original budget to replace any damaged or stolen plants as well as planting for the winter.

New Bids received

1. A request from Mr Ager for a Vehicle Activated Sign in the Linford Rd.  These are costing about £6500 and the police advised us that Longhouse Road could benefit from one as vehicles are speeding down this road. The police agree to do a survey of both roads.  Mr Ager pointed out that the Linford Road does have to contend with heavy lorries.
2. Vigerons Way Complex has asked for a Greenhouse with toughened glass not exceeding £500.  Voted for all agreed.

3. Mr M Packer has asked if the Forum can fund the purchase of garden table and chairs plus a bench. Total cost £364.98.  Voted for all agreed.
4. Michael Casey an ex reporter of the Thurrock Gazette has approached us regarding a new Thurrock News web site he is setting up.  The idea of this is that we would get coverage on his web site for approx six news items per year at a cost of £500.  One resident mentioned that as we have our own web site why pay out for his.  It was suggested that this was referred to the next Thurrock Associations of Forums meeting.

Guest Speaker David Lawrence

David introduced himself saying he was from the new charity Thurrock Re-Use Project (TRUP)
This was previously known as Second Generation.

They take in unwanted furniture that is in good order and repair, clean and check for safety before selling it on.

They will collect from home free of charge or you can take to their warehouse or the special container which is situated at the civic amenity site. They are unable to take wall units or piano’s as they are unable to sell these. Discounts are available for people with disabilities or are un-employed or on state pension

They have volunteers helping them they are usually people with disabilities or learning difficulties. They do various jobs in the warehouse and it gives them some independence.  However anyone can volunteer to work for TRUP and out of pocket expenses are paid as well as free tea, coffee and some lunches. So far this year they have recorded 725 hours of volunteer work. All are given First Aid and lifting training.
They have collected from 338 homes in Thurrock and delivered to 378.  The figures for Chadwell are 23 and 21 respectively.

There ware house is situated at.: Unit 34
                                                     Thames Industrial Estate  Princess Margaret Road

                                                      East Tilbury RM18 8RH     01375 846702
                                                      www.2ndgen.co.uk 

Police                      
PCSO Jim Walker stated that there had been special operations on the Heath with 150 stop checks. Council tenants causing anti social behavior would be evicted. 
They have seized three bikes – made 1 arrest for a stolen vehicle and recovered 2 stolen vehicles.

They have done speed checks in Brentwood Rd ,Linford Rd. and Wickham Rd.  They have agreed to do this survey to see which roads would benefit from a V A Sign.

Chadwell currently has  I Police officer and 5 PCSO’s

Q. A resident queried whether the white markings on the pavement down Marsh Foot were for pedestrians or cycles.
A. The law has been changed so if there are no cycle lanes in the road cyclists can use one half of the pavements.

Q. If three motorcycles had been seized should this not be reported in the Gazette.

A. These would be publicized in due course.

Q. Can we have an Alcohol Ban in certain areas.

A. Evidence is needed before a ban can be put in place.

Chairman stated that our notice board in Defoe Parade had been vandalized. A Police officer is to meet the Chairman to take a crime report.

Secretary stated that she was asked to mention by Reverend Gadsby that he had received a complaint that a grave had been vandalized.  The police have had no reports of any vandalism so presumably it was not reported.  PCSO Jim will liaise with the other officers and patrol the churchyard.

Any other business

It was agreed that a Tankard would be presented to Paul Bright our ex chairman who has given many years of service to the residents of Chadwell.  This would be presented at our Fun Day.

The Forum has obtained one of the old changing rooms in the Pyramid for storing items and equipment.

The Chairman is to have a meeting with the councilor responsible for Highways and also our local councilors and a few residents to see what can be done to smarten up the Brentwood Road.

A question was raised about dangerous parking near schools and requested that parking attendants should be employed.

Nina Allen from the Herringham Parent Teachers Association has asked if the Forum could assist with purchasing items forming part of the walking bus programme which is being piloted on the 10th July and if successful will start in September.  In view of the time scale we agree up to a figure of £500. subject to more information and figures.
NEXT MEETING 4TH SEPTEMBER AT THE HERRINGHAM SCHOOL STARTING AT 19.30
Meeting closed 21.05
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