CHADWELL COMMUNITY FORUM

Minutes of Forum Meeting held on  7th June 2007
Held at

 Chadwell Herringham School Chadwell St. Mary


        Present        

                                          P Bright

                     J Brown

                     M Packer
                     N Cooper

                                          R Price

                     C Saunders

                      P Saunders
                      Councillor G Barton

                      Councillor T Fish

                       Councillor M Canavon 

                      10 residents                 

                Apologies      Nicola Bartleman Chadwell Estates Manager

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
See any other Business

Sue Morris Newnham Primary Care Trust (PCT)

Sue introduced herself as the Communications Director for the South West Essex Primary Care Trust
Most of the residents were not aware of what the PCT did or even what it stood for.

Sue explained that the South West Essex Primary Care Trust was a new organisation launched on the 1st October 2006 following the merger of Basildon PCT, Brentwood Billericay and Wickford PCT  with Thurrock PCT.

Primary Care Trusts are funded directly from the Department of Health.
The new organisation has the responsibility of providing healthcare to 420,000 patients across these boroughs. It employs 1500 people of which more than 1000 are clinical staff.
The Primary Care Trust is responsible for making sure there are enough GP’s, Dentists, Patient transport, social care, Opticians, Pharmacies, Mental Health Care and             screening.

They also buy services from the Basildon and Thurrock University Hospital for example they may buy the services of a Diabetic Consultant or a Diagnostic consultant to hold clinics locally in GP’s surgeries.  There is a 5year plan to shift services from hospitals to the community.
Patients now have a choice of which hospital they wish to be treated at. When seen by a GP or Hospital consultant they should give the patient a choice.  You may wish to be treated at a hospital that is nearer to a relative for aftercare or a hospital that specialises in a particular medical condition.  The South West Essex Primary Care Trust will then buy your particular service from the hospital of your choice.
There is a Patient Advice & Liaison Service at Thurrock Hospital. There is a Freephone number for advice support and transport.

                         0800 587 6658

NICOLA BARTLEMAN
Nicola sent her apologies for not being able to attend.  She will endeavour to attend the next Forum Meeting

TREASURERS  REPORT
No monies have been spent
BIDS
No new Bids have been received.

There are blank Bid Forms on the Community Forum notice board in the library.

All monies left over from all the Forum’s budget was put into a general pot. This amounted to approximately 12000 pounds.   It has been decided that the monies will be spent on setting up individual Web Sites for Forums.  The monies will also cover the running costs for 2 years.
In addition ACE Training Bus has supplied each of the 21 Forums with a Laptop.

The chairman is still obtaining costings for a solar-powered speeding light for the Brentwood Road.

The chairman is also trying to engage a volunteer group to maintain the flower tubs.
FUN DAY
Organisation of the Fun Day is ongoing. One problem we have is we have been unable to engage the service of the Air Training Corp as stewards, so we would appreciate anyone who can help out on the day give their name to the Secretary.  We have managed to get the following attractions:
FREE ENTERTAINMENT
Table Football
Children’s Entertainer all afternoon

Face painting

Inflatables

Grays Town Band  

In addition there will

Craft and Tombola stalls
Snack Van
WENDY MAYO FROM NGAGE

Wendy briefly described what Ngage was all about.   Ngage is an organisation that gives support to the community in Thurrock.  The aims are to ensure that communities are better informed and involved in decisions. They work with the 21 Community Forums and through partnership working with the local authority, police and health authority.
Sue has been employed by Ngage for two years to promote all Community Forums to the residents of Thurrock. She was previously employed by the Community Voluntary Services so is well equipped to do this new job.
She said how important it was to have regular Forum meetings and to engage speakers from other services and organisations to give presentations. It was also important to promote the fact that each Forum has an annual budget based on the size of the Forum.  These monies can be spent on different projects that would not normally be funded by the Council.  All residents who attend these meetings have a vote on what to spend money on.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS
MERRYDALE AND COWARDS DEPOTS

Cowards Depot appears to be working within the term of their licence.  Merrydale Depot is giving problems in that Lorries are going in and out at all times of the day and night.  Councillors to try and have a meeting with Andy Millard to see if this can be sorted out.  One of the problems is that no one seems to know what the terms of the operating-licence are.

SIGNS
A resident said that the sign post for Sleepers Farm road was damaged and that the sign for the car park that used to be behind Defoe Parade was still up.  Despite several calls to the council nothing has been done.  Councillor Fish to liaise with council.
NEXT MEETING TO BE ADVISED
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