CHADWELL COMMUNITY FORUM

Annual General Meeting

Minutes of Forum Meeting held on 29th November 2007
Held at

 Chadwell Herringham School Chadwell St. Mary

Present:
P Bright

Treasurer
R Price

Secretary                                 C Saunders

Committee Member
M Packer
Committee Member
N Cooper


Committee Member
P Saunders


Councillor M Canavon 

                                                Councillor T Fish

Guest speakers:
Bill Sargent Deputy Estates Manager for Chadwell

                                                Michael Armstrong Borough Crime Prevention Officer

Sue Gard

 Police:
PC  Bradley Cox

NPO Chris Adam
Ngage                                      Wendy Mayo



13 residents

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE


Councillor G Barton


Reverend & Mrs Dean


Reverend Pritchard


Sgt John Gray

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

Minutes approved.

Mike Armstrong Borough Crime Prevention Officer
Mike explained that he wants to re-activate the Neighbourhood Watch scheme in conjunction with the neighborhood police officers and the council. 

The idea of the scheme is to publish weekly crime reports that are accessible via the Web site, although he appreciates that not every one has a computer, internet access is available in the libraries. The reports are broken down into Wards and the Forum will receive a copy of the report relevant to Chadwell  and place this on the Forums own Web site. 

In order to get a true picture of crimes it is important that residents report every crime to the police.  Incidents that residents are aware of and which are not included in the statistics will not have been reported to the police.

Anyone wishing to become a co-ordinator and obtain these reports direct to their computers should advise Mike of their email addresses.  They can, then if they wish advise their neighbours of any incidents that are relevant.
TREASURERS REPORT
The treasurer presented a statement of budget allocation and actual spend for the 2006/2007 financial year together with a record of the Forums account held with the Nationwide Building Society for the 2006/2007 financial year. The Bank account showed a credit balance of  £13649.32p at the end of that financial year but this figure does not include bids that had been sanctioned and not drawn.
BIDS

FUN DAY. A bid of £2500 has been put forward to the council.  The treasurer stated that last year over £3000 was spent on the Fun Day and suggests that the Bid is increased to £3000.  The chairman stated that funds would be available from the council’s local schemes budget and this was confirmed by Bill Sargent.  Therefore the bid remains at £2500.
FLOWER TUBS. The Forum agreed a bid of £1500 for planting and maintenance of the flower tubs.  A firm quote has now been received for £1000 and we therefore reduced the bid to this amount.
OUTSTANDING MONIES FOR THE YEAR.  
Bids need to be put in for the outstanding monies available for this year. One suggestion was a speed sign for either the Brentwood Road or the Linford Road.  The cost is approximately £5000 for which we can afford to buy one.
The second suggestion was to ear mark the funds for the repair of the fence in Brentwood Road and roll this over until next year when we can then either bid for the balance of the total cost or part fund it with the council. A resident asked why is the council not paying for the repair. Bill Sargent explained that funds for this type of scheme are low priority.  A vote was taken as to which Bid we put in for.

1. Speed sign  3 for  13 against

2. Repair of railings 13 for 3 against. 

  In order to earmark these funds we need a firm quote for the cost.  Bill Sargent to
 Obtain quotes and come back to us at the next meeting. 

FUN DAY 
Next years fun day will be held on the 5th July 2008.  We have obtained the services of last year’s entertainer.  Notices to local resident will be going out shortly.

ELECTION OF THE COMMITTEE

Paul Bright has advised us that he is not standing for re-election as chairman. It is with regret that we respect his wishes.  Peter Saunders thanked Paul of behalf of every one for the  excellent work he has done for the residents of Chadwell as Chairman of the Forum and also as chairman of the Residents Association. The meeting whole heartedly agreed.

Election of officers as follows.

	POSITION
	NAME
	PROPOSED
	SECONDED

	Chairman
	Peter Saunders
	Jean Collis
	Maurice Packer

	Vice Chairman
	Richard Price
	Marion Canavon
	Maurice Packer

	Treasurer
	Richard Price
	Jackie Brown
	Marion Canavon

	Secretary
	Carol Saunders
	Richard Price
	John Southgate

	Committee
	Paul Bright
	Carol Saunders
	Brenda Packer

	Committee
	Jackie Brown
	Peter Saunders
	Jean Collis

	Committee
	Nina Allen
	Paul Bright
	Richard Price

	Committee
	Maurice Packer
	Paul Bright 
	Carol Saunders

	Committee
	John Southgate
	Carol Saunders
	Paul Bright

	Committee
	Norman Cooper
	Paul Bright
	Peter Saunders

	Committee
	Reg Goldsmith
	Paul Bright
	B Stewart


POLICE REPORTS

Neighborhood Police Officer PC Chris Adam gave the following report.

27 Crimes have been reported since the beginning of November as follows:
6 Minor crimes

2 Burglaries

6 Violent Crimes

11 Thefts

2 Drug crimes

There have been 9 detections this month and the overall detection rate has gone up from 32% to 34%
Hotspots are problems in Riverview and Defoe Parade also the ongoing problem of motorbikes on Orsett Heath.  

One resident  strongly expressed her view on the motor bike problem saying that it is blighting her life as she cannot sit in her garden without the noise of these bikes.  PC Adam sympathised with her but said it is almost impossible to catch these bikes on the Heath as due to Health and Safety the police are unable to chase bikes or indeed any motor vehicle. However they have recovered two bikes in the last month.
A resident asked if a Motor Cycle track was going to be built in Thurrock. Councillors Churchman and Gambion are trying to secure land for this purpose.

Councillor M Canavon said that a lot of research was going on in respect of the Heath by the Police, Council and other agencies.  They have asked for a senior council officer to co-ordinate the project. The idea is to spend money on parts of the Heath to enable the space to become  more friendly and useful.

Chairman said that a bid of £2500 that was agreed for the kissing gates but not taken up could be made available for this project.
The chairman closed the official part of the meeting.

Refreshments and mince pies were served giving residents time to speak to guests.

The next Forum meeting will be on the 31st January 2008 Held at Chadwell Herringham School at !9.30 hours.  
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