CHADWELL COMMUNITY FORUM


Minutes of Forum Meeting held on  19th July 2007
Held at

 Chadwell Herringham School Chadwell St. Mary

Present:
P Bright


C Saunders


M Packer

J Brown


N Cooper


P Saunders


Cllrs Barton & Canavon

Guest speakers:
Ola Kanu


Dr Ambikapathy

 Police:
CI Cotgrove


Sgt John Gray

PC Chris Adam


PCSO Kelly Roberts


PCSO Jim ?

Youth Forum rep: 
Sam Walker


23 residents

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:

R Price, J Southgate, Cllr T Fish.

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD 7TH JUNE 2007

Minutes of meeting 7/6/07 were distributed and agreed.

Merrydale Yard    Cllr Barton updated the meeting about lorry-traffic from the Merrydale yard.  Firstly, the yard is now part of East Tilbury as a result of recent boundary changes and is therefore the responsibility of the ward-councillors there, although the nearby residents are within the Chadwell boundary.  Paul Bright has been told by Thurrock Council officials that there is no operating license and because of precedent they can operate 24/7.
It was suggested that Chadwell and East Tilbury ward-councillors should work together on this issue, to see what solution can be obtained
Fun Day     Cllr Barton asked that his thanks be recorded to all who were involved in the planning and organization of the Fun-Day, especially to Carol Saunders who had done 
most of the planning.  Mrs Saunders thanked him and said that it was a team-effort involving Cllr Barton himself, Paul Bright, Jackie Brown, Maurice Packer, Richard Price and Peter Saunders. And thanks to Cllr Canavon who helped out with the programmes.
TREASURER’S REPORT

The Treasurer being absent no report was presented to the meeting.
OLA KANU FROM THE GATEWAY ACADEMY.

Ola introduced herself as the Extended Services Manager for the new Gateway Academy that will open in its new Marshfoot building next February.  She said that the Academy should be seen as a community-asset, not just as a school, and it is intended that it will play a wider role in both Chadwell and Tilbury.  A workshop had been organized at the Torrells premises in June, attended by representatives of the local communities and community-organizations and this had provided valuable input that will be taken forward to the planning stage.
A newsletter has been produced entitled “About Tilbury and Chadwell” that includes news of new projects in both places, reminiscences from older residents, forthcoming events and articles by young contributors.  Ola said the next edition would be published in October 2007 and all contributions should reach the editors by the end of the first week of that month.

Finally, Ola stated that she can be contacted on (01375) 489009.
UP-DATE ON PROJECTS, AND NEW BIDS
No new Bids have been received
Planters:  Thurrock Council has been asked to maintain them but have said that they will only plant them out one more time.  Paul said that ideally the planters could be funded by the Forum but maintained voluntary by a local person and if anyone knows of a suitable volunteer to let him or Carol know.
Fun-day:  This exceeded its budgeted allocation from the Council, in total it cost 3100 pounds and this included the cost of replacing one of the tables that we had borrowed from the scouts and was missing at the end of the day.  The excess was covered from Forum funds that had been allocated previously to other projects which  have not been taken up and have now lapsed . The chairman Paul said that assuming another Fun-day would be held in 2008 then the full amount would have to be sought in a bid from the Council.  He said that this year’s was a great success, there were plenty of people and the snack van ran out of food before the end and this was supported by Sam Walker of the Thurrock Youth Forum who said that he had received positive feedback from many of his contemporaries.
Speed signs:   Paul Bright said that the matter of the speed-sign in the Brentwood Road  was in hand and that costings would be obtained and presented to the Forum in due course
Herringham School:  It was agreed at a previous meeting that funds originally allocated to a project for Chadwell Primary School could now be used (in accordance with current guidelines from Thurrock Council) to assist the Herringham School in the construction of a memorial garden for the late Mrs. McKinnon, the previous Head-teacher who did so much to get the new buildings at the school.  Mr. Bright and Mr. and Mrs. Saunders have 
met with Vicki Reid, the new Head-teacher, and a specific detailed bid is now awaited.  Mr. Ian Yuille, Chair of Governors, thanked the forum for this and invited  those present to attend an open-day at the school, subject to confirmation.

DR. AMBIKAPATHY: BRINGING HEALTH-CARE INTO THE COMMUNITY

Dr Ambi thanked everyone for a good gathering and gave a brief description of himself. He has two daughters and has had his own practice in Chadwell for 4 years, having previously practiced in Kent.  He has formed a Patient Participation group in Chadwell for his practice.  These Groups are promoted by the SW Essex Primary Care Trust and  are   held on the second Wednesday of every month. Due to the immense upheaval in the NHS the idea of these groups is to see what is required in the community and perhaps buy in services from the Primary Care Trust.  This would allow some patients to be discharged from hospital earlier under the care of their GP. Arthur Bowles leader of the group gave an example of what care was needed by describing the fact that people with diabetes used to have specialist care at home until they were familiar with the necessary treatment.  This does not happen now and it is the sort of service that can be bought in. In addition to these monthly meetings seminars are held approximately every three months.  These seminars involve Dr Ambi and various GP’s from St Clements Medical Centre and are on different problems and illnesses. These seminars are opened to all residents of Chadwell.
It was also hoped that the GP’s opening hours could be more flexible and that even a Saturday morning surgery be available.

A resident asked if any other local practices were going to have these Patient Participation Groups. It was understood that it is the intention of Chadwell Medical Centre to form its own Patient Group but that this has been delayed due the illness of the Practice Manager.  Meetings of Dr Ambi’s group are normally held during the day but some talks for the general public are held in the evenings.
Charlotte the Secretary of the patient group explained about  “Walking for Health” where walks are arranged for the community on the 1st Sunday in every month.  She asked if we could put posters on our notice boards and we agreed to do this.

SAM WALKER 

Sam is the Chadwell representative for the Thurrock Youth Forum. He mentioned that there is a regular Youth Disco which is held at the Civic Centre  at Blackshots.There is also a budget for youth opportunities  for play and recreational facilities.

We thanked Sam for coming and said we hope he would come on a regular basis.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Mr Orton asked if there was any news of the proposed car-park near the football pitches on Orsett Heath. A site meeting is to be arranged between the council and some residents and Luke Love is to arrange this.
A further question was raised about removal of the walking-machines from the elderly-residents’ complexes.  It was stated that this was done as a health-and-safety measure by Thurrck Council across the whole authority.

A resident thanked the Forum for the table supplied to the Vigerons Way complex, for use outdoors, and for the Forum’s continued support.

POLICING
Sergeant John Gray introduced the police who had attended the meeting and said that there were 5PC’s and 3 PCSO’s operating in Chadwell
Starting tomorrow (20th July 2007) a Criminal and Anti Social Behavior exercise was going to happen and this included 2 staff from the councils anti social department.
He said crime was down 4% and the detection rate was 25% and it was hoped to increase this to 30%.

They have attended all schools in the area and spoken about anti social behavior and criminal damage.

PC Chris Adam has a two month plan which includes high patrol of certain areas known to be troublesome, crime reduction, clamp down on unlicensed motorbikes.  Motorbikers stopped by the police were given a warning the first time the second time the bike was confiscated. 
Chair raised the subject of a motor cycle track to be built in Chadwell organized by the Princes Trust and although the Forum instigated the meetings between Princes Trust and the Youth Council none of us were aware of this. PCSO Kelly Roberts advised us that this was a possibility but will be built in East Tilbury.  Motorbikes and riders will be taken down by trailer and no one will be allowed in unless they have the correct riding equipment and arrive by the trailer. Sam Walker said the Youth Forum are trying to get a Motorcross track on Blackshots and are presently looking for funds.
A resident raised the subject of paying to fence off the Orsett Heath.  This is not a viable proposition as there are bridleways leading onto the Heath which would have to be left open and therefore defeats the whole object of fencing off.
Another resident raised the question of Police on Horseback and Sgt John Gray said that this would happen in the future.

The police have a surgery at the library the times are on their web site and also on the notice board in the library.  This service is not used by the residents and they encouraged us to use it as a drop in centre to either get advice, or to report any known problems or just to get introduced to the police.  There is a area mobile number where residents can leave a message provided it is not urgent but just want to reports a non urgent incident or to have a member of the team to come and visit.  The telephone number is
07971599696
Please leave your name address and contact number in order they can return your call.

.

The meeting was closed at 9.15 and the Police & Guests would stay take any questions or queries resident may have
The next meeting is scheduled for October 4th at the Chadwell Herringham school at 19.30.  Guest speakers will be published on our Web site and on the two notice Boards.
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