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CHADWELL COMMUNITY FORUM

Minutes of Forum Meeting held on 4TH October 2007
Held at

 Chadwell Herringham School Chadwell St. Mary

Present:
P Bright


C Saunders


M Packer

N Cooper



P Saunders


Councillors M Canavon & T Fish
Guest speakers:
Bill Sargent Deputy Estates Manager for Chadwell

 Police:
PC Chris Adam


PCSO Kelly Roberts


23 residents

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE


Jackie Brown


Councillor G Barton


John Southgate


Sgt John Gray

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

Sam Walker representative of the Youth Forum would like the following amendments:

There is not going to be a regular disco at Blackshots as there is a disco every Monday in Basildon for the under 18’s.

Proof is needed for any Youth Forum funds spent.

No venue has been agreed for a Motor Cross track.
TREASURERS REPORT
No report available

BIDS

The following Bids were put forward for approval

1. We have approached a Local Landscape Gardner to plant and maintain the four flower tubs, with a maximum cost of £1500 for the year.  She should have her own Public Liability insurance. Vote taken and full agreement made.  Chairman to submit Bid to the Council.

2. A Forum fun day next 5th or 12th July 2008. Forum to pay maximum £2500 and bid for this.  We will also try and get sponsorship from the Thames Gateway Development Corporation.  Bill Sargent also advised us that there may be funds available from the Council’s Local Schemes budget.  Vote taken and full agreement made. Chairman to submit Bid to the Council and Secretary to liaise with Herringham school re dates.
3. Councillor M Canavon said the request for a car park near the football pitches on the Orsett Heath had been rejected but that Neighborhood Services may be able to help. Councillor Canavon has been speaking to local residents and asked if the Forum could provide funds to improve the Heath and make it more useful by providing play equipment and small areas of planting. This was also requested by Sue Gard from Thurrock Council who has done a survey of residents from Haig Road with a good response.  Items such as goal posts were requested. This was favourably agreed by the meeting although it was mentioned that the youngsters should be involved in the decision making.  Sue is arranging a Pizza and Chip evening for the youngsters. The Chairman said that this could be an ongoing project with the Forum providing funds as appropriate.  Councillor M Canavon and Sue Gard to follow up and come back to the Forum if and when funds are needed.
4. It was agreed by the Forum to bid £1250 to sponsor a Pupil of the Year at the Gateway College. The bid would be for 5 years at £250 per year and would require applicants to have performed some work which would benefit residents of Chadwell or Chadwell as a whole. The scheme to be administered by the College with final approval by the Forum. Vote taken and full agreement made.  Chairman to submit Bid to the Council.

5. OUTSTANDING BIDS

1. Funds for the Chadwell school to be transferred to the Chadwell Herringham School for construction of memorial garden in memory of the late Mrs. McKinnon and also to help with planting of some trees.  Agreement made for the transfer of funds and we await for a detailed estimate from the Headmistress Mrs. Vicky Reid 
2. The speeding signs for Brentwood Road still under review, trying to obtain costs.

POLICE
Neighborhood Services Officer Chris Adams reported on September crime figures:

1.  27 crimes reported which is a big drop.

2. 40 Detections made including historic graffiti crimes and theft of fuel from Tesco garage

3. There is a Hot spot relating to children in Riverview

4. There is a rise in shed and garage burglaries in East Tilbury, approx £30,000 of goods have been stolen. Residents need to be aware of this and nip it in the bud to stop it happening in Chadwell.

With regard to Motor cycles on the Heath Chris has been advised by M Armstrong that a motor cycle response is not available because of Health and Safety issues.

Local police are being trained in operating hand held speed guns as speeding is a problem in Chadwell.

Forum Fun Day:  They are trying to get the police helicopter again and also the police horses.

Forum thanked him for their support.

Question and Answers:

Q Previously we were asked to leave graffiti on the walls can this now be removed?
A. Yes photos of tags have been taken and recorded

      Q. General nuisance in Defoe Parade: what steps are being taken to stop this problem?
A. Two ASBOs have been applied for but evidence is needed before they can apply to the courts and in most cases these are turned down. There is a child curfew going on in Tilbury and the results are being looked at and if positive and necessary a dispersal notice will apply in Chadwell.
Comment from resident that perhaps magistrates should come out to areas and see for themselves the nuisance and damage caused by some residents.
Q A resident is having problem with children hanging around the Cross Keys public house.

A  Foot patrols are being carried out and contact with the new Landlady is having positive results.

Q. Merton Place and the track leading to the Heath are once again being used by motor cyclists.
A Obtain evidence or take a photo if possible and give to police.

Q Golfers on the Orsett Heath are creating a nuisance.

A There is a sign and they will look at trying to enforce it

Q. Bonfire night problems

A. Liaison between council and police before hand to dismantle any bonfires being prepared on open ground.  If resident want bonfires then they should be in their own back gardens.

BILL SARGENT DEPUTY HOUSING MANAGER FOR CHADWELL AND TILBURY
Bill Sargent introduced himself stating that he is operational in the Chadwell Office and that John Firman is covering for Nicola Bartleman at Tilbury whilst she is on maternity leave.

Bill has worked for Thurrock Council since 1990 and has been based in Housing for several years.  He is known to make no promises but will work effectively for the residents.

Bill emphasized how hard it is to get an Anti Social Behaviour Order.  It is a long drawn out business and hard evidence is needed.  With regard to Defoe Parade there has been an “Acceptable Behaviour” contract made between the council and a young boy.  The mother has also had to sign a Tenants agreement.  If these are not adhered to then the council can go for an eviction order.  Evictions have happened but again it is a long drawn out procedure.  If an eviction takes place, the tenant is crossed off the housing list for a period of 5 years.  However this does not stop them from renting privately in the same area.
Questions and answers:
Q. The railing in Brentwood Road and in particular near Morant Road needs to be replaced and this has been an outstanding item for some time
(The chairman advised Bill that Councillor Barton had already taken this matter up with the council and that the repairs should be done out of this years budget.)
A. Bill to take a look at the railings and chase up the council.  

Q. The litter that appears in Chadwell is becoming an eyesore.  Merton Place does not get swept at the top end because the scarab cleaner cannot reach the corners and the litter picker does not have a broom. Also there is a burger van parked on the Chadwell side of the college and this is obviously going to create more litter. We are not looking to remove the van but would like extra attention by the cleaners. 
      A Bill Sargent to liaise with Wendy Bibby and come back to the forum on both counts.

      Q. Can we have graffiti board erected somewhere in Chadwell.

 A. A graffiti board has been erected at Grays Beach funded by the PLA for the use of Chadwell and Tilbury residents.

Q.  A resident of Cole Avenue mentioned that a neighbour has extended his front garden by approx 4 feet.  Has this been approved?
A.  Bill to look into this.

We thanked Bill for coming.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS
None

NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be our AGM and will be held on the 29th November 2007at Chadwell Herringham School at 19.30.  Positions on the committee will come up for election.  Anyone wishing to become a committee member will be most welcome.      
