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	Help us lock away burglaries 

	By Laura Anderson

	Police in Basildon and Thurrock are urging residents to put home security first after shocking figures reveal that over a third of burglaries in the area could have be prevented.

It has been discovered that 35 per cent of all burglaries in Basildon and Thurrock from a 12-month period between 2007 and 2008 can be accounted for people not locking their uPVC doors correctly.

Dc Lee Drury wants to remind people how to prevent themselves from becoming a victim of such a traumatising crime: “With uPVC doors to be safe and secure the mechanism must be fully set, which is normally achieved by pushing the handle up. You must then lock the mechanism with a key, and remove the key from the lock.

This is important even when you are in the house, because if all these steps are not carried out, thieves are well versed in opening doors that are not properly secured. They only require a moment to steal your valuables. The distress of becoming a victim of a burglary often outweighs the financial loss. The message from police is: never give criminals a chance to upset you or your family.

Dc Drury added: “Fire safety is just as important as securing your home so there should be a key located near the front door, but not visible from outside, which is to be used to get out in the event of a fire.”

Chief Supt Maurice Mason, divisional commander for Thurrock and Basildon, wants the public to work with police to reduce the number of burglaries. He said: “If the residents of Basildon and Thurrock work with us and heed our crime prevention advice, together we can help stamp out this distressing crime. Remain vigilant at all times, and if you see anything suspicious, contact us immediately.

“Remember, crime numbers are relatively low in your area and we will continue to do everything we can with your support to drive down crime even further.”

For further advice contact your local neighbourhood specialist officer. You can also contact Basildon crime reduction officer Mick Armstrong on 01268 244032 or Thurrock crime reduction officer Alan Twine on 01375 362118. 
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