The future of Chadwell library.


Thurrock Thames Gateway Development Corporation (TTGDC) formed a working group which met initially October 5th 2009, to discuss the options for the future development of the site comprising the existing library building and the adjacent bungalow that is used as Council offices and a base for the local police.  The reasons for this are:
· The exiting library building is life-expired and past the point of refurbishment;

· The whole site is a focal point in Chadwell St Mary and could be better used to provide more services to residents than are currently available;

· TTGDC is keen to get a sample of opinions and a steer on future developments from local people.
Those who have attended all or some of the working group meetings from Chadwell St Mary so far are:

· Bernie Connolly, Thurrock Council, Youth & Connexions;

· Norman Cooper, Churchwarden at Emmanuel  church and Forum committee member;

· Rev Nic Deane, Rector of St Mary’s and Emmanuel churches;

· Richard Price, Vice-chair and hon. Treasurer of the Forum and member of the Community Grants Panel at TTGDC;

· Carol Saunders, secretary of the Forum;

· Peter Saunders, chair of the Forum;

· Gerry Taylor, Churchwarden at St Mary’s church;

· Alan Warren, long standing resident and former Chadwell ward councillor. 

Three meeting have been held to date (February 27th 2010), and when possible the Community Forum meetings have been informed.  In addition to the working-group a steering group has also been set up in tandem by TTGDC, and this comprises senior officers from SW Essex PCT, Thurrock Council and Essex Police.  Thurrock Council is the legal owner of the site and – currently – is the planning authority that will decide what ultimately happens to the site. 

TTGDC have now brought three options for the site to the working group, which have already bee presented to the Steering group:

The Core option includes a surgery for 5-6 GPs’, a library of roughly 500 sq. metres, public toilets accessible separately, a kitchen and meeting-room, staff facilities and a reception area which can also be a meeting-place for residents with a beverage vending machine. This would be a single storey building with car-parking to the side and behind accessed from the Linford Road.

The Enhanced Core option contains all of the above but with the addition of offices for Thurrock Council staff and the local police officers serving Chadwell St Mary.  There will be a separate area off the main reception/circulation area with a beverage vending machine.  The building would still be one storey high.

The Maximum option comprises a two-storey building, with the GP surgeries and library split between the two floors but inter-connected by their own dedicated stairways.  All of the facilities included in the previous option would also be present in this, but in addition there would be a “Public Hall” of 200 sq. metres in addition to the meeting-room; there would also be a youth centre on the first floor.
The working group feels that the Enhanced Core option – providing that a police office is retained in the plan and that a facility for the young people of Chadwell St Mary is also provided within the new building – would be the most effective use of the site in providing a range of services for the community; a draft plan is shown herewith.  We have been given assurances by TTGDC that none of these options will encroach on the play-areas behind Aluric Close.  However, as this building is for all the residents of Chadwell St Mary your input as residents is key.  Please send your comments to info@chadwellcf.org.uk  

