January 2010
Below is a  letter received from the Council regarding Bio Diversity on the Heath.
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26th January 2010

Chadwell Forum

Dear Forum Chair and Members, 

As you are aware in 2009 Orsett Heath was one of 23 pilot biodiversity sites identified whereby benefit could be gained by a new approach to land management. In general grass cuts were reduced to twice a year although a number of areas used as pathways were cut on a monthly basis. 

However, during the summer some concerns were raised with regards Orsett Heath, as to the area being cut. Following meetings with Ward Councillors, it was agreed that additional amenity space should be provided for football use and for the annual fun/cohesion day, whilst the rest of Orsett Heath would be retained as a biodiversity area. 

Following the success of the scheme last year and in consultation with Ward Councillors Rice, Fish and Canavon, a decision has been made to continue with Orsett Heath as a biodiversity area with the amendments as standard above.

Should you require any further information please do not hesitate in contacting me.

Yours sincerely

Adrian Ash

Assistant Head of Service

NOVEMBER 2009
The Chair and Secretary had a meeting with Andrew Murphy and Mike Berring regarding the 2010

Fun Day.  Andrew Murphy said the Bio-Diversity on the Heath had been the most successful pilot scheme in Thurrock.  He said that they intended to contine with Bio-Diversity on the Heath but had not come to a final decision as to how much or where.  He was mindful of our Fun Day and agreed to ensure that this area would be kept cut.  A decision about the extent of Bio-Diversity would be made by the end of the year and he promised to keep the Forum informed of any decisions made.
14TH JULY 2009

Andrew Murphy came to address the meeting about Bio-Diversity on the Heath and in Chadwell  generally.

Mr Murphy explained what Bio-Diversity was about.  It is not a cost cutting exercise and that it is a country wide project.  The idea is to preserve nature especially insects and flowers both of which are gradually dying out in this country.  He said there were some 20 sites across the borough of which Chadwell had three.  One being the North Field on the Heath the second at Wickham Fields and the last at.St.Francis Way

On the Heath they had cut paths to enable the residents  to walk freely.  The grass would have two cuts a year Spring and Autumn.

Andrew Murphy distributed three plan on how bio-diversity could work.

The meeting was very emotive and some of the questions asked were as follows.

Why were the residents not consulted?  Andrew Murphy did hold his hands up and said no consultation was taken although the Councillors were informed.

Residents have to apply for planning permission to anything why not the council?

The site for as long as it has been known has been classified as a recreation ground why change it now?

Where the bio-diversity parts are, all sorts of rubbish is being hidden there, cans, dogs mess, paper, needles and much more?

If you are the experts why is there now vermin and foxes?

Have the council been to any other bio-diversity areas to see how they have done it?

The run up to the fun day was made difficult because of the bio-diversity.

One resident asked why the plan that was agreed with Cllr.M Revell was not being distributed.

Another resident said that he has had vermin indoors which had never happened before.

Children now do not have anywhere to play that is not official.

Some residents were not against bio-diversity but it needs to be in the right place.

One attendee of the meeting said that bio-diversity was not a new thing it is a good idea for the insects, birds, and butterflies.  He said the council cannot please everyone.

One resident demanded that the field be cut as the Council Officers should do what the Portfolio holder says as they run the council not the Officers.

Andrew Murphy emphasized that this was only a pilot scheme and no permanent decision had been made.

The chair asked the meeting to vote on 3 suggestions.

1     Bio-diversity OK in principle    23 residents agreed

2     No to Bio-diversity project at all     1 vote against

3.    Bio-diversity project OK subject to consultation and location being considered.  28 agreed

One resident then demanded the meeting to take a vote for the grass to be cut for which most people voted for.

Andrew Murphy agreed to cut further sections of the grass but anything else would be discussed with the appropriate people and the residents would be notified.
June 2009

It was discovered that just before the annual fun day that the council did not intend to cut the Chadwell Recreation Field and leave it as a Bio-Diversity site This meant that paths were cut haphadardly across the Heath and the left rest to grow.

There was a  meeting with Andrew Murphy and Councillors  and the Forum regarding the issue of Bio Diversity on the Heath and and that the annual Fun day was unable to take place.  The Forum stressed that unless the grass was cut the Fun Day could not take place.  We also asked why the residents were not consulted on this issue and Andrew Murphy said that the Councillors had been advised this was taking place but unfortunately this was not  passed onto residents.  However Andrew Murphy agrred with the Forum that they would cut an area for the Fun Day to take place and for the helicopter to land.  
We thanked Mr Murphy and asked if he would come to a Forum meeting so that the question of Bio-Diversity could be discussed.
