MINUTES OF CHADWELL COMMUNITY FORUM MEETING
HELD 8TH SEPTEMBER 2009M HERRINGHAM SCHOOL, 7.30PM
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Welcome
The chair welcomed everyone and thanked them for coming. He was disappointed to note that the attendance was low. Apologies were noted. The chair mentioned that the speaker Peter Hyam had not turned up and no apologies had been received.

Minutes of the last meeting and matters arising

Minutes agreed and signed as a true copy.  

Incorporation of the Forum.   Since the last meeting when the Forum agreed to become a Ltd Company by Guarantee the committee invited Alex Davies of the Aveley Forum to our committee meeting to advise us and to give us an understanding of what was required to become a Ltd. Company.  As a result a steering committee will be set up to take this forward.   The steering group will be Peter Saunders,
Richard Price, Mick Wright, Reg Goldsmith and Carol Saunders.

Police

Sgt John Gray gave the crime figures for August.  

There were 45 crimes in Chadwell down from 59 in August 2008

There were 7 violent crimes but these are known to the police and mainly consisted of domestic violence.
PC Charlotte Morgan who was our Neighbourhood Community Officer has moved on.  They now have Dave Southgate on their team.
The problems mentioned at the last meeting with previous problem residents moving back into Chelmer House has now been resolved.  It has been confirmed that they will not be  moving back.

The Chadwell Police team have stepped up their visits to local shops in the run up to Halloween and Bonfire night.  They have asked them not to sell eggs and flour to youngsters and with the curb on selling fireworks in advance of Bonfire night it was hoped that residents would enjoy a quieter period before and after firework night.

Motorbikes on the Heath seem to have quietened down although there are some occasions when bikes appear it would seem they are only staying for short periods. Malcolm White thanked Sgt Gray for all the hard work that has been put in to stop these nuisance bikes.

It would appear that bikes are now using Chelmer Rd coming into Riverview and up the track by the allotments.  Sgt Gray will find out if there any more signs that can be put up.
Sgt Gray asked the meeting if they could give him details of three problem areas that they can set up special operations on.  The three problem mentioned were;-

Illegal motorbikes, under age drinking, and anti social behaviour at Harding Road.

Sgt Gray also gave out the phone number for the local team.   

Chadwell Youth Centre

The chair had a meeting with Belinda Feltham regarding the use of the children’s centre for a youth club.  They could use disco equipment that the police have bought for the youngsters, provided they were respectful of the neighbours.  They can also use the toilets at the centre which would have been a problem if they were to use the library.  The chair has tried to contact Catherine Ruddick to update her on the information but had not received a reply as of today. Sgt Gray to contact Catherine.  We would need to have volunteers to help supervise the centre and Brenda Packer suggested we contact Sarah Sakutu as she was keen to set up a youth club.  Sylvia Yates also suggested contacting the Play Rangers.
The chair asked for a short break whilst the attending committee members were updated on details of a bid.
The committee had previously postponed the bid for the boxing club to enable us to get more information.  The Chair had spoken to Maurice O’Flaherty who runs the boxing club and got details of previous grants and what the money was spent on. A large portion of the grant was to buy a Mini Bus to enable them to ferry around members to outside events.  They also had one girl who was hopeful of being chosen for the Olympics. They have also reduced their bid as they have managed to buy some of the equipment out of club funds. The committee agreed to put the bid to the meeting.
Forum meeting resumed.

Finance and Bids

Boxing Club
Details of the above bid for the boxing club were given to the meeting.  They are asking for £705 to buy 15 pairs GEEZERS @ £45.00 and 12 wraps @ £4.00 in total £705 pounds

Vote proposed by P Saunders                             Seconded by R Goldsmith                            All in favour.
Fun Day 

The chair mentioned that he had emailed Mr Murphy to arrange a meeting to discuss plans for next years Fun Day regarding the use of Chadwell Recreation ground and to avoid any last minute problems regarding the cutting of the grass.   To date the chair has not had a response.  As last years fun day was a success and attended by many residents the chair proposed that we Bid for the sum of £5000.00 for next years.  This is to take into account of the cost involved this year and to cover any increases.  The chair has also made enquiries about a small air display that was recently seen at a local air show.  The bid was put forward for a vote subject to clarification of the use of Chadwell Recreation Ground and seconded by Malcolm White.  All residents were in favour.
Boat Trip

It was suggested that the Forum would charter the mv Princess Pocahontas for a day trip to Greenwich and back.  The forum would put £1000.00 towards the cost of the fair and to provide cream teas for every one.  The final cost for residents would depend on the number of people who go but it was estimated that residents would have to pay between £10 and £12   

A vote was taken and all were in favour.

The chair asked people to spread the word and we would be taking bookings at the next Forum meeting.
Local issues

Traffic lights at the Orsett Cock Roundabout

The council are proposing to install traffic lights at the above roundabout.  The Secretary has written to the council requesting that perhaps someone could attend tonight’s meeting to give their thoughts behind the decision to install these lights.  Although the letter was passed on from Highways to Traffic Division no reply has been received.  The view of the meeting is that it will be a waste of money and like the Sainsbury roundabout they will be shut down when problems build up on the slip road from the A13.  Mr R Price said that the cost would be somewhere in the region of £180,000.00 and this money could be better spent elsewhere i.e. repairing the Brentwood Rd.  He went on to say that although there had been 33 accidents on the slip road most of these were shunts.  These accidents will not stop unless the slip road is straightened out. As there were no councillors present to respond to our queries R Price proposed a motion that the Chair should write to the Council on behalf of the Forum requesting a detailed explanation. This was seconded by Mrs N Allen. All residents were in favour.

The proposed new road across the Thames

The Department of Transport are proposing to put a second crossing over the Thames. The preferred option is just ½ mile east of Chadwell St. Mary.  This will result in extra pollution and noise for not only Chadwell but for Orsett and Horndon residents.  The Chair suggested that we have a joint Forum meeting with Orsett and Horndon to oppose this decision. This was agreed and the Chair will therefore write to both Forums to set up a meeting.

Playbuilder Scheme

Sylvia Yates from Thurrock Borough Council explained that Chadwell had £60,000-00 allotted to them for play builder equipment for the 8-13 year olds.  This was slightly more than other areas as Chadwell although a large area has little play equipment at present.

Sylvia has done a survey with both schools and at the Library.  Three sites have been identified. These are Aluric Close which already has some equipment, Orsett Heath which has none and Wickham Fields which also does not have any. 

The preferred option is Aluric Close as the present equipment is unsafe and would have to be removed.  If the money were to be split between the three sites then very little equipment would be put on each.  By concentrating on Aluric Close it could be made a safe place, the current equipment would be dismantled and re-vamped and put back with extra equipment. 
If Wickham or the Heath were decided upon then the equipment at Aluric Close would be taken away and not replaced due to its unsafe condition.
Questions asked:
Q. Where would the children like the equipment?

A. It depends where they live.

Q. Suggest Wickham as it is nearer the Flats where there are a lot of Mums living.

A.Then parents at the other end of Chadwell would have nothing.

Q. Have the residents in Aluric Close been consulted.

A. Not fully but this will be done so before play equipment goes in.

The chair took a vote from the meeting as to where the equipment should go.

Aluric Close 12      Heath None      Wickham 1

The chair summed up by saying that if the residents and children were happy for it to go into Aluric Close then ok provided it was made secure and residents were consulted.

Bill Sargent

Simon Black asked Bill to update the meeting as to what had been achieved on the Heath before taking the floor himself.

Bill said that the Kissing Gates that the Forum is paying for had been ordered and should be installed later this month.  There was still the question of the gates by Daneholes but as this is a Bridle Path the Council cannot allow kissing gates to be installed. However this would only leave one entrance/exit unsecured. 
The motorbike signs had made a big improvement to reducing noise level.

The Mural that was going to be painted on the changing rooms and paid for by Steve Greener seems to have been dropped.  There was going to be a follow up meeting to the one held in June at the Police station but nothing has been heard.  The chair agreed to contact Steve Greener to see what was happening.

Graffiti on council buildings had been removed, however graffiti on owner occupied properties cannot be removed without their consent.
Simon Black

Simon thanked Bill for the update and was pleased to see that there had been improvements with the bikes and anti social behaviour.

He said that since the last time he came to the Forum no extra funds had been found to make any further improvements.  A resident asked about the Adult Fitness equipment that the South East Essex PCT were going to provide.  Simon said that this has fallen through due to lack of funds, although the bid remained current.

Simon suggested that we go down the root of the Football Association providing pitches but it was pointed out that before they would do this we needed to finds funds to refurbish the changing rooms.  Also the South side of the field was already being used by football clubs and the North end should be left for natural play and landscaped for adults.
It would seem that we are no further forward.  Simon suggested that we use the s.106 monies that Luke Love is holding and he would get a plan drawn up as to how the monies could be used.

The chair thanked Simon and asked that he be kept up to date with the situation.

Next Meeting
It was confirmed that the next Forum meeting would be held on Tuesday the 10th November 2009 at the Herringham School starting at 19.30.  The meeting was closed at 21.30
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