MINUTES OF CHADWELL COMMUNITY FORUM MEETING
HELD 21ST MAY 2009M HERRINGHAM SCHOOL, 7.30PM
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1. Chair welcomed everyone and stated that as neither planned guest-speaker was in attendance the agenda would be changed accordingly, with Catherine Ruddick from Thurrock Youth Services giving a talk on Youth Provision (or the lack of it!) in Chadwell.

Apologies for absence were logged from Richard Price, Rev Nic Deane, Grays First Responders, Maurice Packer, Dr Ambi.
2.  The minutes of the AGM held 2/4/09 were received and approved.  Matters arising were:

· The meeting of all Forum chairs with the portfolio-holder (Cllr Joyce Redsell) has been postponed indefinitely.

· Charlotte Smith updated the meeting on the current proposals for GP surgeries and health locally (see below).

Charlotte stated that the 10 GP surgeries in Thurrock currently still under the control of the SW Essex PCT are to be put out to tender, and this would include the Dilip Sabnis Medical Centre run by Dr Ambi in Chadwell.  The PCT will be responsible for organising consultation-meetings in the parts of Thurrock to be affected and these will be advised to residents.  It will be important to ensure that standards of service do not slip back as a result of any reorganisation that takes place.
Polyclinics are also planned for Thurrock, and one for this area is planned to be open to patients by January next; it will provide out-patient services, minor-injury treatment and diagnostics (but not X-rays and it will not be bedded).  Measures will be taken to ensure that the Polyclinics do not minimise the role of GPs’.  A site is in view for the Chadwell-Tilbury area but cannot be revealed for commercial reasons.

The PCT have stated that GP facilities are being given priority over a new hospital for Thurrock, and were one to be agreed it would take 5 years to complete at a cost of £250 million.
The Chair thanked Charlotte for her report.

3.  Finance.  It was reported that the forum’s bank balance stood at £11,341-00 as at c.o.b. 20/05/2009.  The Chair reiterated that our budget for 2009-10 was £8,800-00, a reduction on last year’s of  25% in line with all forums.

4.  Youth (13-19) Provision in Chadwell.  Catherine Ruddick introduced herself to the meeting as an Area Youth Officer based in Tilbury.  Through local contacts that she has made she has spoken to many young people, all of whom state that there is nothing for them here.  She stressed the need to bring an integrated approach to the problem so that social skills and health issues can be addressed at the same time as providing a facility for the teenagers, and that suitable adult volunteers would need to be brought into the process as well as peers.  She confirmed that the youth Cabinet would be involved, not least as a source of funding!  Catherine stressed that those under 13 would not be ignored, merely that the government have put the age-bandings in place.  She planned to make contact with young people in the “darker areas” of Chadwell with the help of Chris Pearson, a Forum Committee member.
Sarah Imiko-Sakutu then spoke to the meeting about the Destiny Youth Club Project that she is running.  This targets the 10-25 age groups and aims to provide mentoring, support to families and to encourage self-esteem.  The message to put across is that involving young people in projects that they can own helps to raise their self-worth and – concomitantly – reduces crime perpetrated by them.  Not all youngsters are bad; there are plenty of good ones out there.
The Chair mentioned a meeting that had been held, chaired by Steve Greener, crime-prevention manager, to try to amalgamate the various strands of youth work that are going on in Chadwell including Thurrock children’s Services, VInvole, Inspiration youth Call and Sarah’s project.  A further meeting has been called in Bill Sargent’s offices for Thursday June 4th at 10.00am to which Sarah would be invited together with the original participants.  Whilst the One Community Development Trust aims to bring the Methodist church in Riverview into community use in the short-term Kim Stevens has offered the use of the Children’s Centre in Claudian Way as a youth-club subject to certain conditions of use being respected.  Mark Patchett, of Thurrock Community Empowerment Network, elaborated on the structure and role of One Community Development trust as a limited company-based enterprise that will acquire assts and deploy them for the benefit of the community.  A vote was taken on the company’s proposals for the Methodist church, and this was unanimously in favour of them.
Maurice O’Flaherty of Chadwell Boxing Club outlined the activities available at his hall in Longhouse Road.

5.Police report.  Sgt John Gray introduced himself and offered Charlotte Morgan’s apologies for absence.  Crimes incidents reported were: April 68; May 40 to date.  One m/v has been seized since the last Forum meeting, and one drug warrant executed.  The statutory warning signs are in place at the ingresses to Orsett heath and already seem to be acting as a deterrent to illegal bikers, whose vehicles can now be seized and crushed immediately if they chose to ignore these warnings.  (The sign that has been up-rooted from the top of Scott Road will be replaced.)  This will be publicised at assembly in the Gateway Academy.  After discussion it was agreed that the Council through Bill Sargent will commence with the installation of new kissing-gates without any further consultation with residents, on the basis that the benefits will out-weigh the drawbacks; this would be confirmed with Steve Starr.  It was pointed out that the illegal bikers are not exclusively young people and this was acknowledged, a 40+ year-old having been observed on occasions.
A new NSO, PC Southgate, has been allocated to Chadwell, whose strength is now 2 PCs’ and 4 PCSOs’.  Cycle-coding, involving a DNA-related process, is coming to Chadwell, as there is still a high incidence of cycle-theft here.  OAP complexes will be briefed about rogue-traders that specifically target the elderly and vulnerable.

The Chair mentioned the forum’s storeroom had been burgled again but the police had the matter well in hand; the tea, milk and sugar stolen was apparently returned by the miscreants!

6. Councillors.  Cllr Tony Fish outlined progress to date with the Playbuilder-scheme application, namely those sites on Wickham Field and Orsett Heath had been applied for but that a new site by Aluric Close had also been mooted; further consultation is to take place during the summer about this, however.  A comment was made that the decisions taken last year about the Heath show signs of slippage and it was agreed to invite Simon Black to the next Forum meeting.  The PCT funding of exercise-equipment for the adults had not yet materialised, and in view of the changes to the Playbuilder scheme plans it was felt that Sylvia Yates should also be invited to the next Forum meeting.  It was re-iterated that upgrading of football pitches on the Heath could not take place unless the changing –rooms were to be upgraded to Football Foundation standard at great expense (not to this Forum!).  Clrr Fish asked if his surgery due that day could be integrated with the fun-day on July 4th and this was agreed.
Cllr Gerard Rice stated that grants of £2500-00 were being made to Chadwell Primary School (for computers/laptops) and to Chadwell Boxing club (for equipment).  He flagged up the forthcoming charity cycle-marathon being organised in Thurrock by Mardyke Rotary club and invited anyone interested to apply via the Mayor’s secretary.  The state of the Brentwood Road continues to concern residents, Cllr Rice has already spoken to Bill Sargent and a meeting will be arranged with the Council’s designated official to start progressing this; Chadwell deserves the same treatment as Orsett!
The government has made £18bn available to build affordable housing for young people; there are at least 7,000 eligible applicants in Thurrock. Several Councillors have been trying to encourage the private sector to invest in sporting hubs at the Gateway Academy, Blackshots and East and West Thurrock as there no funds available from the council or public sector. Council officials missed out on Olympics 2012-related funding that could have been used to fund sporting-hubs locally.

7. Any other business.  In response to a question regarding the cutting of avenues on Chadwell Rec north field the Chair said he would contact Mike Bering about this, not least because the Fun-day is due there.  Sam Walker outlined the forecasted results to be obtained by year 11 students at The Gateway Academy this year, with 80% of students expected to get 5 A-c GCSE passes and 50% expected to obtain at least 1 GCSE pass.

9. The next Forum meeting was provisionally set for 21st July 2009, although both date and venue are subject to confirmation.  Meeting closed at 9.30pm.
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