MINUTES OF CHADWELL COMMUNITY FORUM MEETING

HELD 10th NOVEMBER 2009 at HERRINGHAM SCHOOL, 7.30PM
	ATTENDANCE 

	Chair
	P Saunders
	Councillors
	M Canavon

	Vice Chair/Treasurer
	R Price
	
	G Rice

	Secretary
	C Saunders
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	N Cooper
	
	

	
	R Goldsmith
	Thurrock Council
	B Sargent
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	J Southgate
	Essex Police
	Sgt John Gray
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	S Buckley PCSO

	
	S Walker
	
	NSO D Southgate

	
	
	Residents 
	17

	
	
	
	

	
	
	Apologies
	M Packer

	
	
	
	B Packer

	
	
	
	Cllr.Fish

	
	
	
	Rev.Nic Deane

	
	
	
	Tom Orton

	
	
	
	Peter Sparkes

	Guest Speakers
	Jo Hall
	Stroke Awareness
	

	
	Alex Day
	Aveley Community Forum
	


Welcome and Apologies for Absence and Notices
Everyone was welcomed and the above apologies were noted.

The chair announced that Tom Orton is very ill and is unable to carry on being a member of the committee.  Peter said Tom had been instrumental with the Forum from way back and his input was much appreciated.  On behalf of the Forum Peter wished Tom all the best.

As Chris Pearson has moved out of the area there are now 2 vacancies on the committee.

As we have one person who has been waiting to come onto the committee the Chair proposed that Jim McConnell be elected onto the committee.  This was seconded by Peter Gregory and agreed by all present.

There leaves one vacancy and we will advertise this.

The chair also welcomed Lorraine Fugl and Jill Bacon.  They are from the Gateway Academy and have taken on the new roles of Managers for Extended Services and Community Cohesion. 

The One Community Development Trust Ltd which is a charity registered company set up to enhance the areas of Chadwell and Tilbury.  They have two researchers working in both areas to find out what residents would like to see happen in the area.  They wish to employ a third researcher with a preference of someone from Chadwell to join the team.  Details of the job were available for anyone who was interested.

Thurrock Link Services have a Community meeting in the main hall at The Beehive Centre West Street on the 15th December 2009.

There are two sessions 14.00to 16.00 and 18.00.to 20.00
Minutes of the last Meeting and matters arising
The minutes were read and agreed and signed by the chairman as a true copy.  No matters arising.
Jo Hall

Jo introduced herself as the stroke awareness officer working for the Thurrock Council.  Jo informed the meeting that a stroke can happen at any time without any symptom beforehand.  There are two types of stokes one caused by a clot, the other by a Bleed on the Brain.  There has been a campaign especially on TV to make people aware of the symptoms when a stroke occurs.  There is what is caused a FAST Test

That anyone can use to see if a person is having a possible stroke. FAST relates to F- Face and smile if a persons face or smile becomes distorted.  A – Arms that cannot stay raised by the patient. S – Speech of a patient becomes slurred. T – Time for action and to call the paramedics if any of the above symptoms occur.
If a stroke is caused by a bleed this will probably be treated by surgery to stop the bleed.

If a stroke is caused by a clot treatment can be very effective by giving the patient clot busting drugs. However this treatment must be administered with three hours of having a stroke which means getting the patient to hospital, assessing the patient and having a brain scan to see the cause of the stroke.  Therefore it is important to get help immediately.
 Healthy eating and plenty of exercise can prevent a stroke.

High blood pressure which has not been treated can also cause a stroke.

A member asked if someone had low blood pressure could they then have a stroke if their pressure suddenly went up.  Jo was unable to answer this question but would find out and get back to the Chair.

Cllr. Canavon mentioned that a stroke can occur at any age in fact her young son had suffered a stroke, 

Jo said there is plenty of help for people who have had strokes or are a carer of a stroke patient.  Jo Hall direct line is 01375 652435 or she can be contacted on jo.hall@thurrock.gov.uk
Jo also handed out booklets and blood pressure charts for everyone to take home.

Finance and Bids

Before the Treasurer R Price gave details of finances he asked that it be recorded that Tom Orton had given a lot of time and effort to the Forum over the years and asked the Chair to write to Tom on behalf of the Forum.  The Chair agreed.

Balance of account as at 9th November stands at £7613.25
Bids.

The bids for the Fun Day £5000.00 and the Boat trip £1000.00 have been agreed.  The boxing club bid although agreed in principle needs further information before the funds can be released..

The Boat Trip has been booked for May 15th and the Forum will charter the Pocahontus from Tilbury to Greenwich with a break of approx 2 hours at Greenwich.  We would then provide a cream tea on the way back.  The exact price has to be worked out and will depend on numbers but we hope to have an estimate by the next meeting.  Residents were invited to put their names down.

Alex Day
Alex introduced himself as the secretary to the Aveley Community Forum.  Last year Aveley Forum became a Company limited by guarantee.  It then registered itself as a charity.  This has given them more standing when applying for funding and they have managed to secure £500,000 of lottery funding for a community hall in Aveley.
He went on to say that the Forum would continue much as it had with a committee elected each year. In addition there would be a minimum of three and a suggested maximum of five board Director/Trustees.  This could be made up from existing committee members or any other interested person wishing to come onto the board.  There would be a legal requirement to registered accounts with Companies House and the Charities Commission.

Becoming Incorporated will not affect the Council’s Funding grant.

As the Forum had agreed at a previous meeting to go down the route of becoming incorporated Alex had attended too give residents an insight as to how beneficial it would be.  It was agreed that a small committee be set up to draw up memo and articles to get the Forum registered.
Councillors Reports
Cllr. G Rice – Vigerons Way 

Cllr Rice said that the Warden of Vigerons Way Complex had been given one week’s termination notice from her job.  Bill Sargent came back from his holiday and was given the job of informing Pat Lambert. Pat is currently agency staff and has been for 4years for which the council were paying the agency £27 per hour

although this is not what Pat was receiving.  The plan was for the warden of Alf Lowen Court to cover both complexes.  This was not a viable proposition and Cllr Rice emailed M McNally Interim Head of Housing and also had several conversations with her, but as late as the Thursday evening the Council were not going to back down, however on Friday they gave Pat Lambert a reprieve whilst further consultation takes place.

Cllr Rice said that the current Council is looking to save £8million from their budget. This will be done from various sources but 2 that Cllr Rice has picked up on is a cut in Forum Budget by £100,000.00 with Vertex being asked to pick up the balance. Another source of saving is the cut in Library hours so that libraries will not open until 10 o’clock which means parents taking their children to school will not be able to use them after dropping the children off.  Cllr Rice has started a petition but as the Forums are non political we have started our own and this was circulated for any one to sign.  Cllr. Rice did say that there are three libraries in wards controlled by the party runiing the Council currently that are not going to have their library hours reduced.
Whilst the proposed budget cuts are being sought the local Tory party is looking to produce a fortnightly newspaper delivered to every household at the cost of £600.000.00.  

Cllr M Canavon – Play builder
Cllr. M Canavon said that consultation with residents of Aluric Close would be taking place and the Playbuilder equipment should be installed within the next two months. 
The latest information on Chadwell Primary School is that it would probably be federated with Herringham School and that this would need to be done as soon as possible.

Cowards yard have been up to their old tricks with out-of- hours lorry movements but this is already under investigation.

The Chair thanked the councilors for their report and hard work.

Bill Sargent Local Estates Manager

Bill mentioned that the kissing-gates had been installed on the heath apart from at the Bridle Way which cannot be done. This has made an improvement with regard to Bikes on the heath and that he had had no complaints about the gates being installed.

The High Rise flats car park gate had been repaired again, but for some reason residents object to it being locked.  The lifts in the High Rise flats were also being replaced.

There had been problems with bonfires in Aluric Close and Vigerons Way

Police

Sgt John Gray introduced NSO Dave Southgate and PCSO Steve Buckley.
NSO Southgate gave details of crime figures for the previous month which showed 44 crimes in all against 35 the month before.  This is due to an increase in assaults most of which the assailants are known to the victims.  There is no need to worry that assault in general were increasing.  There has been some criminal damage done this is due to the time of the year near Bonfire night.

One motorbike had been seized and crushed under section 59.  There was one underage public disorder in Harding Rd which was sorted.

Police teams have been doing roadside checks with the mobile Automatic Recognition Number Plate machine.  No cars were seized but a number of warnings were issued regarding tax and insurance.

Questions from the meeting.

Q. Could signs go up in Waterson Road regarding illegal motorbikes?
A. These signs are not meant for roads as it is an offence to ride without tax and insurance on a public highway.  The signs are for off road places where there are no governing laws.

Q There had been many problems with the Bridle path running alongside Merton Place to the Heath. The Chair said that he had been having work done in his back garden for several weeks now and that the workmen had reported to him that bikes were constantly being ridden up and down.

A. This was noted by the police

Q. There are problems behind St. Johns Way and vans down by Sandy Lane which is causing an obstruction.

A. This was also noted by the police.

Q. Can a filter light be put on the lights at the Cross Keys junction as vehicles turning right are in danger?
A.  Highways need to look into this.

Sgt Gray asked what hot spots need to be looked out for over the coming month.

This was discussed and we agreed on illegal Motorbikes and Anti Social behavior.

Any other Business

A resident mentioned that where a house was being built on the corner of Neville Road the builders were parking haphazard and causing problem with traffic going in and out.  Cllr Rice to take this up with the Council.
Next meeting 12th January 2010 at Herringham Primary School.
Meeting closed 9.20
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