CHADWELL COMMUNITY FORUM

Minutes of AGM on 2nd  April  2009

Held at

Herringham Primary School

At 19.30
	Chairman                                    P Saunders
	Cllr M Canavon

	Secretary                     
C Saunders
	Cllr G Rice

	Committee Member                    I Grant
	Sgt. John Gray

	Committee Member                    J Brown
	Wendy Mayo           Ngage

	Committee Member                    N Cooper
	Bill Sargent             Local Estates Manager

	Committee Member                    Reg Goldsmith
	 Sue Gard           Tenants Particiation Group

	Committee Member                    M Wright
	 Apologies
 Cllr. Fish

	Committee Member                    M White
	                           Dr. Ambikapathy

	Committee Member                    M Packer
	                           John Southgate

	Committee Member                    B Packer
	

	Committee Member                    S Walker
	


Essex Fire & Rescue ------Neighborhood Watch………2nd Generation……….Family Information Services…………Link………..Pension Credits…….CAB
Chairman’s opening remarks.
The Chairman opened the meeting by welcoming everyone and thanking them for their support.  As this is the AGM, rather than have a formal meeting as such the Chair explained that the Forum had invited the above organisations to have a display stand. After the election of officers and any other business the residents were welcome to stay for refreshments and hot cross buns and browse around the stands. 
The chairman has also distributed his report on the year’s activities. (Report attached)
CHAIRMANS REPORT
2008-09 has been an active year for this forum, there have been several local issues concerning the Community, and the Forum has spent all of its budget allocation of £11,700 for 2008-09.

Orsett Heath
Illegal use of motor-bikes and quads is still an issue here, although Essex Police are well aware of the problem and have taken steps to mitigate it.  A special meeting last year discussed the Heath and agreed a proposed plan of action, including installation of better play equipment and measures to block access to illegal vehicles; these measures are on-going.

Thurrock Thames Gateway Development Corp.’s proposals for Chadwell St Mary.
These aroused some hostility as they involved possible demolition of homes in Aluric and Camden Closes and Felicia Way.  A press-meet was arranged and reports published in the local press.  The upside of the proposals was the planned creation of a new community facility on the site of the present library.
Brentwood Road
Not a good way of entering Chadwell, for its scruffy appearance gives newcomers a bad impression of the area.  Thurrock Council has been made well aware of this, up to the level of Leader, and a meeting with the relevant responsible officer was held last summer.  This is being followed up by the Councillors (Cllr Rice).  Given the amount of work needed funding may well be an issue!

Chadwell Primary School
Thanks to a campaign organised by Paul Hardingham, Chair of Governors, and Sue Williams, Chair of the PTA, with the Ward Councillors this proposal was withdrawn by Thurrock Council and Chadwell Primary looks forward to a future in a hard federation with another primary school.  The school recently celebrated its 95th anniversary, and this enabled many former pupils to get together and look at the old records and diaries.

Fun-day
July 5th last was a fine sunny day and the fun-day had its best attendance ever.  Once again, the police-helicopter was a big attraction, as were the bus-rides provided by Ensign Bus Co. – some visitors did the round trip to Coalhouse Fort twice!  Displays by Centre Stage dancing-school and Tilbury Majorettes were enjoyed, as well as Richard Staddon’s magic show, not to mention the other stalls and side-shows.  Thanks are due to Carol Saunders and her team for the work they put into organising this event – which aims to provide free entertainment to the families of Chadwell St Mary.

Projects funded
The fun-day last year was mainly funded from 2007-08’s budget, as was the VAS installed in the Brentwood Road in April 2008.  Amongst the projects funded since the last AGM we have arranged for on-going planting and maintenance of the four tubs (2 in Riverview, 2 in Defoe Parade), planting of the mini-roundabout in Linford Road, garden furniture for Bennet Lodge, a greenhouse for Vigerons Way OAP Complex, a new bingo-calling machine and gardening at Alf Lowne Court, a contribution to the Dilip Sabnis’ Health Day last September (topping up funding from the SW Essex PCT), as well as walking and cycling kits for local schools (to encourage alternatives to car-usage by parents taking children to/from school).

Play builder scheme
We have submitted an application for funding under this scheme to provide new equipment on Wickham Field and Orsett Heath, with the proviso that this should be fenced and – if possible – covered by CCTV.  As Chadwell’s application has been selected for National Monitoring work will not commence until September this year but is scheduled to finish by July 2010.
Storeroom
The forum’s store-room, located in part of “The Pyramid” in Heath Road was burgled recently, the same night that other premises locally were raided.  Fortunately only two litter-pickers were stolen (!)  But a lot of inconvenience was caused.

The Future
Thurrock Council has reduced all 20 Forums budget allocations by 25% for 2009-10, so ours will be £8,800.  This will mean we shall have to look at outside sources of funds and this may well impact on some projects – if only to make the timescale longer.  The Chair is aware that the existing portfolio-holder covering the forums wishes to meet all 20 Chairs to discuss the future of the Forums in Thurrock, although the Thurrock Association of Forums (TAF) is seeking deferral of this.  He thought that the forums should continue, as they enable residents to have a say in shaping the local facilities and environment, and also give them a voice on issues that affect us; the victory in the Primary School campaign show that their voices DO count.

Finally

The Chair thanked all Committee members for their work and activity; our three elected members, Cllrs Canavon, Fish and Rice, for all that they do for and in Chadwell St Mary; Bill Sargent, Jim and Claire at the local office for their help and support; and Sgt John Gray and his local team from Essex Police for all that they do here.  And thanked all that attend the Forum’s meetings from time to time, because ultimately the Forum is for everyone in Chadwell St Mary.
Minutes of the last meeting and matters arising

Minutes agreed be and signed as a true copy. Richard asked that his apologies for the last Forum meeting be noted as he had given his apologies.  Secretary confirmed this to Richard.
Play builder Scheme
The play builder monies for Chadwell have been agreed and should be released by September.  There is more consultation to be done to decide where the play equipment be placed in Chadwell. The whole of Thurrock should have their play equipment in place by July 2010.
VAS 

The council has turned down our Bid for a Vehicle Activated sign in the Linford Road.  The reason given is the council is not prepared to have more of these signs put in Thurrock.  However they seem to be having a change of heart as they have requested a site meeting.

As this bid was turned down the Chairman placed a last minute bid before the end of the year closure date for the £5000 to be spent on Kissing gates as agreed at the last Forum meeting.  This bid was agreed so there are no funds left for a VAS unless the council is prepared to budget for it.
Treasurer’s report and Budget

The treasurer told the meeting that there was a balance outstanding of £12536.11.  Our budget for last year had been spent on the Fun Day,Orsett Heath and various smaller schemes.  (Please see attached Budget and Accounts)

The chairman mentioned that the coming year’s budget has been cut by 25% as had all Forum Budgets.  This year the budget will be £8800.

All Forum Chairs have been requested to have a meeting with Cllr.Redsell to discuss the future of all Forums.
Police

Sgt John Gray gave a report on the crime figures for year ending March 2009.

Crimes down to 733 against last year 824 being a 9.8% reduction.
There has also been an increase of 22% on detection.

Signs for the Orsett Heath should be ready and up by the middle of April. This will mean that the police can seize any bike as they will have deemed to be given a warning once they have ridden past a sign.
Any other Business
G P surgeries are being put out to tender and this will affect Dr. Ambikapathy’s surgery. There is a meeting next week with the PCT and afterwards a consultation with Chadwell residents. If this goes ahead it would mean that Dr. Ambikapathy would have to put a tender in for his own surgery.  Charlotte will keep the Forum informed.
Thames Gateway Development Corp

The Corporation has given the Forum a grant of £600 for our Fun Day and a certificate to this effect has been given to the Forum.

Election of Officers
	POSITION
	NAME
	PROPOSED
	SECONDED

	Chairman
	Peter Saunders
	Richard Price
	Malcolm White

	Vice Chairman
	
	
	

	Treasurer
	Richard Price
	Marion Canavon
	Maurice Packer

	Secretary
	Carol Saunders
	Richard Price
	Marion Canavon

	Committee
	Norman Cooper
	P Saunders
	J Walker

	Committee
	Maurice Packer
	
	

	Committee
	John Southgate
	
	

	Committee
	Reg Goldsmith
	
	

	Committee
	Ian Grant
	
	

	Committee
	Malcolm White
	
	

	Committee
	Dr. Ambikapathy
	
	

	Committee
	Mick Wright
	
	

	Committee
	Tom Orton
	
	

	Committee
	Brenda Packer
	
	

	Committee
	Samuel Walker
	
	

	Committee
	Chris Pearson
	Peter Saunders
	Jan Pearson(no relation)


Wendy Mayo oversaw the election of officers and committee members. Wendy said that all the officers and committee members were prepared to stand again with the exception of Jacky Brown who is emigrating to Australia.  A vote was taken as to whether the committee member could be proposed and seconded in bulk.  This was agreed.  As our constitution was amended last year to limit the number of officers and committee members to fifteen there was a position for one other committee member to be elected.  Wendy asked for names of anyone who would like to stand and two people put their names forward.  These were Chris Pearson and John McConnell.  Wendy advised the Forum that after the election of existing members the two candidates would be give the opportunity to put their  reasons for wanting to be elected to the Forum meeting and then a vote would be taken,
The election process was taken and the results as follows.

Both candidates spoke and gave their reasons then left the meeting whilst the vote was taken.  Results were John McConnell:12, Chris Pearson: 29  it was therefore agreed that Chris Pearson be elected,
Jacky Brown

Maurice Packer came forward to present an engraved pen and a card to Jacky.  Maurice said Jacky had supported the Forum for many years as well as being involved with her art work in the community and previously as Warden of Vigerons Way Complex. He said she would be missed by everyone and wished her every happiness for her new life in Australia.  This was responded by the meeting giving her a warm round of applause.
The Formal part of the meeting was closed at 8.20pm.
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