CHADWELL COMMUNITY FORUM

Minutes of Forum Meeting held 22nd January 2009

Held at

Herringham Primary School

At 19.30

                                                    Chairman                                     P Saunders


Secretary                     
             C Saunders


Committee Member                    I Grant


Committee Member

J Brown


Committee Member                    N Cooper


Committee Member                    Reg Goldsmith


Committee Member
             T Orton

                                                    Committee Member                    M Wright


Committee Member                    M White

Committee Member                    M Packer

Committee Member                    S Walker
                                                    Police                                           Steve Greener, Community Safety Officer
                                                    Pcso                                             Jim Walker
                                                    Pc                                                 Charlotte Morgan
                                                    Sue Gard                                      Tenants Participation Group




 

                                                    Guest Speakers:                           
                                                    Sharon Pritchard                          Thurrock Council Waste & Recycling

                                                    Kim O’Connell                            Manager of LINK

                                                    Gordon Gambier                           Chairman of LINK 
                                                    Paul Hardingham                         Chair of Govenors Chadwell Primary School

                                                    Sue Williams                               Chair of the PTA Chadwell Primary School                                                                              




Residents                                     28





Apologies


Cllr G Rice









Cllr. Fish
                                                                                                         Dr. Ambikapathy
                                                                                                         John Southgate

                                                                                                         Brenda Packer

                                                                                                         Bill Sargeant  Local Estates Manager

                                                                                                         Sgt. John Gray
Opening Remarks

Chairman requested that the Fun Day Committee Members stay behind.

Chairman advises the Forum that Reverend Jules Gadsby will be leaving our Parish to take up a new post in Reading.  On behalf of the Forum the Chairman thanks Jules for all his hard work during his stay in Chadwell St. Mary and wishes him well for the future.  This will be passed onto him by the Chairman.

Minutes of the last meeting and matters arising.

Minutes for the 30th October 2008 agreed and signed by the Chairman.

Sam Walker mentions that on pages 2 and 5 of the minutes his role is Youth Cabinet Member and not Youth Parliament Officer.  We noted this and apologized to Sam.
Presentation by Kim O’Connell and Gordon Gambier from the Local Information Network (LINK)

Kim introduces her self as the Manager of LINK and informs the meeting that LINK is a network that residents of Thurrock can access into regarding Health and Social Services.  She then introduced Gordon Gambier.
Gordon Gambier introduced himself and said he was also Chair of the Corringham and Fobbing Forum and that it was interesting to see another Forum meeting.  He then gave the following presentation.

What is a LINk?

A LINk is an independent network of local people, organisations & groups that wish to improve health & Social Services. Health ie Hospitals Doctors, Clinics & Social Services all of us at some stage in our life will use these services. This is the opportunity to give local people a voice & provide a mechanism for your views to be taken into account.

LINk evolved from the 2006 Government White Paper, Our Health, Our Care & Our Say.

In practice ending the PPI, the Commission for Patient & Public Involvement in Health.

LINk’s duties are Health & Social Care. LINk’s power is to request information from a service provider ie a Hospital, the Hospital then has a set time limit to respond. 

LINk’s will then make reports & recommendations.

LINk has the power to enter, view, & observe premises owned or controlled by a service provider, ie a Care Home.. 

It can refer matters to the Councils Overview & Scrutiny Committee.

O&S must acknowledge the referral, & keep LINks informed and take into account all the information provided by LINk’s.

Visa Versa, O&S can commission LINk’s in reviews.

But NB. LINk’s is completely independent of the Council & the NHS.

The Host is a Company that does the business side ie it manages the finances and data base etc, it is appointed by the Council. It is basically there to personal assist the Thurrock LINk do it’s job.

The Council “performance manage” the Host a Company called CEMVO.

Therefore the HOST is accountable to LINk’s & the Council.

The objectives of Thurrock LINk, is to engage people, yes you.  In doing so, you help to improve our local Health & Social Care Services. Anyone who lives or works in Thurrock can become a Member, you don’t even have to attend meetings. But it goes without saying, you are more than welcome too. All you need to do is show an interest and enrol with your contact details. You will then be part of  LINk. You will receive the minutes and newsletters to keep you informed as to our Health & Social Care in Thurrock.  

We Thurrock’s LINk are in our early stages.

Through a series of Public Meetings a steering group was formed and on 6th December 2008 they elected their Chair, Gordon Gambier & their Vice Chair Richard Price.

The Host is currently seeking a local office, they have appointed on 5th January Kim O’Connell as their Thurrock Manager.

The next stages are to prioritise our policies and formulate the first stages of our work plan.  We want to enrol all Thurrock residents, every single one of you. Hence this talk.

Don’t be the one left out of the LINk. As a Forum do you wish to be a part of Thurrock LINk? As individuals do you wish to be involved.

Contact.me;  gordongambier@blueyonder.co.uk 01375 406331 <> 0798 222 4 999

Chadwell Primary School

Paul gave a brief history of past events leading up to the decision by the Councillors last Wednesday to keep the school open.  He said that consultation began last year with the Council Officials advising the Cabinet to consider closure of Chadwell Primary School.  This was then leaked to the press before the teachers, staff, children and parents of the school were advised.  
Sue Williams along with parents started a petition with Local Residents. A motion was put forward by Cllr Rice to have the wording of the consultation changed to include other options such as Federation or extra support.  This failed to get passed Full Council and it was then that Paul invited Cllr T Hipsey who had attended the Forum’s last meeting to go to the school and talk to the children.  Cllr T Hipsey and 6 cabinet members went to the school with the idea after being told by Council Officials that the school was no good, in a poor state of repair, morale was low and that the school was in special measures that there would be no other option but to close the school.  After meeting children and staff and learning the history of the school: that it was poorly supported by the Council; that a Head teacher had been appointed by the Council Officials  rather than the school governors; and that OFSTED put the school into special measures.  After the visit the Cabinet changed their minds and at last weeks Council-cabinet meeting instructed the Council Officials to keep the school open and to provide proper support by federating it with another school and making sure it works.
Paul said that it had not yet been decided what school it would be federated with. He thanked Sue for all her hard work and also the residents of Chadwell who supported and campaigned on behalf of the school to keep it open.
Sue then went on to say that they had managed to get well over a 1000 signatures in support and knowing that the community was behind them campaigned all the way to keep the school open.  Sue thanked everyone for their support.  Their aim now is to get the school out of special measures by the end of the summer term, improve the numbers at the school and come back to be a great school again.
The chairman thanked them both on behalf of the residents and there was a round of applause for them.

Police
Steve Greener introduced himself as the Community Safety Manager for the whole of Thurrock.  He introduced PC Charlotte  Morgan, the new Neighbourhood specialist officer for Chadwell, and PCSO Jim Walker whom we all know, who has been seconded to help him.  Steve said that he would be working in Chadwell St. Mary for the next three months and would be involving local services i.e. Fire, Council, Libraries and the Forum to look at the concerns of residents in Chadwell and make it a happier and safer place for them.  He was not necessarily looking at just crime related problems but all the concerns residents have.  He would be looking at such things as anti-social behavior, the state of the streets and pavements, what facilities there are for residents.  His first meeting with the local agencies will be Friday 23rd January and he would be reporting back on a monthly basis.  He asked if residents would complete a survey that was handed out to indicate their concerns.
Steve gave the following crime figures for Chadwell:
From the 1st April 2008 to 21st January 2009
All crime Target 693 Actual 586

Violent Crime  Target 107 Actual 99

Theft from Motor Vehicles 41 Actual 44

All other crimes are under Target

The Full list is held with the Secretary.  Detection rate is Year to date 32.08%    Month to date 40.54  
Nuisance Bikes : When police stop a biker riding illegally they have to give them a section 59 warning which means they cannot seize the bike on the first occasion.  After taking legal advice the police have now got sturdy signs made stating that anyone riding illegally past these signs will deem to have been given the section 59 caution.  These will be placed at all entrances to open spaces shortly. There will be a press launch and police will be going into schools.

Q. Will it be extended to other areas?

A Yes police will monitoring other areas but will need the residents to inform them.

Q. Are the seized bike owned or stolen?

A. Only one has been stolen, the rest are owned.   
Q. Is there any pattern to crimes?

A. No but a lot can be avoided by making sure all item left in cars are secure and well hidden, also if you have a satellite navigation system when removing it make sure the mark on the window is removed. Do not leave valuables unnecessarily in cars. Police are advising people by dropping a letter through their door if they see anything that could be an easy target for theft e.g. bikes left in front gardens, items left on show in cars.  This was backed up by one resident who said that police knocked when her porch door had been left open.
Q. HGV parked in roads or pavements cause hazards for other motorists or pedestrians.

A. Traffic department are looking into this and will be giving them a traffic dispersal order, but before this can be done suitable parking will have to be found.

The Chairman thanked Steve and his team.

Sharon Pritchard

Sharon introduced herself having worked for the council for 22 years, 11 of these in waste.  She goes into schools to do class-based activities.

We have 30 million tons of rubbish and recycled rubbish is up by 33%.

The green bags are working well and Veolia turn this into soil improver and is sold at the Linford Centre or delivered free in bulk (loose) to schools allotments etc.

Pilot scheme in Stanford to replace green bags with brown bins for garden and kitchen waste has worked well. Residents were supplied with a caddy to collect their kitchen waste in.  Items put into the brown bin must be in paper not plastic bags. Bins are micro chipped only for the purpose of identifying what items are placed in bins and not for the purpose of charging residents.  In Little Thurrock blue boxes were replaced with blue bins and this has also worked well.  Schools do a tremendous job of recycling and there are blue boxes in every classroom.  There is also a web site called Freecycle where you can either swap or sell items.
Ideas for recycling larger items are St. Lukes, Heart Foundation or 2nd Generation at East Tilbury.

These centres collect items that are in good condition free of charge.  Veolia charge for any item collected and these are just dumped in landfill sites so it makes sense to use other options.

A new recycling and re-use centre will be opening in West Thurrock later this year.

Residents may visit the Veolia site at Rainham to see how the rubbish is processed; anyone interest to contact Sharon who will arrange a mini coach to take them.

The results of a recent survey showed that residents want the option of having the three bins.  This will be rolled out from September and all collections will be on a weekly basis.     
There was some concern from residents as how to store all these bins especially if they live in terraced houses or were elderly.  Sharon said there would be a door step survey to answer residents concerns.  
The chairman thanked Sharon for coming.

Bids

Sam Walker has put in a bid for £340 to both Chadwell & Tilbury Forums to fund a coach to take 38 students to the House of Commons.

There was some opposition to this Bid as it was thought the Forum would be paying for a jaunt, however the chairman said that this had been discussed at length in committee and that Sam had done all he was asked to do.  He has cancelled the trip to Covent Garden, has provided evidence by way of a permit to enter the House of Commons and has conceded on the travel arrangements by getting a quote for a coach rather than going by public transport (train).

A vote was taken to fund half the cost totalling £170.00. and there was 23 for and 5 against, so the bid was agreed.

Chadwell Primary School    A Bid for £300 to cover the cost of a coach to take children on a day trip to France.  The pupils are learning some French and the teacher thought it would be a good idea to see how to shop in a foreign country and to use some of the language.

Vote taken  25 for 3 against  bid agreed.

Playbuilder monies The chairman has put in a Bid for £50,000 for the monies the Department for Children, Schools & Families are giving to each ward.  After speaking to both primary schools and the Academy (ages 11 to 13) to see what sort of play equipment they would like to have and where to site it the bid was put in for play equipment to be sited on Wickham playing fields and any monies left over to be used to revamp existing play equipment on other sites. The Wickham field site would need to be secured.
Vehicle activated sign. We have approximately £5000 left to spend and the chairman proposed that this be spent on a sign in the Linford Road.  However this would have to be approved by the Highways Department.  If this is not approved the chairman proposed that the monies be put towards either play equipment or landscaping on the Heath. Reg Goldsmith reminded the chairman that this will be the last Forum before all bids have to be put into the Council.  The chairman thanked Reg and stated that any monies not spent by the 28th February would be lost and returned to the council. It would also mean that next year’s budget would be reduced.  This was seconded by Sam Walker and a vote taken and unanimously agreed.
Cricket Mats Although the Chadwell Forum Committee have agreed the bid for the Cricket Mats for the Academy the Tilbury Forum have yet to decide.  This Bid will therefore be left until the next financial year.

Any other business
The secretary mentioned that during Fair Trade fortnight the council would be holding coffee mornings at various libraries and as Chadwell is not one of them they have given us free tea and coffee that we will be serving at our next meeting which will be our AGM.

The secretary has also had an interesting chat with Anne Halliday, Head of Thurrock libraries, who said that the Council, South West Essex PCT and the Thames Gateway were trying to get monies to start a feasibility study on the Library to see what can be done by either improving it or re-building it.  This study was hoped to take place shortly and we will be kept up to date with progress.

Sam Walker said he was putting himself up for re-election for the Youth Cabinet and would be grateful if people would vote for him.

A resident asked for the up to date position on the railing in Brentwood Road: the chairman said that he had put a Bid into the LSP for £5000 to go towards the replacing of the railings.  He and Maurice Packer and Cllr Rice had had a meeting with Alan Brock of Highways and given him a long list of complaints about the state of roads and pavements in Chadwell including the Brentwood Road.

A resident asked about the Thames Gateway Development plan to rebuild the house in and around Aluric Close.  The chairman said that as yet the TTGDC has not confirmed its plans for Chadwell, and there will also be a further consultation this year about the LDF; the Planning section on the Council’s website has details.
Date of next meeting

The proposed date of the next meeting which will be our Annual General Meeting is the 2nd April.

All the officers and committee members’ positions will be up for election.  Any one wishing to put their name forward please email the Chadwell Forum or advise the Chairman on the night that he/she wishes
to have their name put forward.

Meeting closed 21.30
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