MINUTES OF CHADWELL COMMUNITY FORUM MEETING
HELD ON 14TH JULY 2009 AT THE HERRINGHAM SCHOOL, 7.30PM
	ATTENDANCE 
	

	Chair
	P Saunders
	
	Councillors
	M Canavon

	Secretary
	C Saunders
	
	
	T Fish

	Treasurer
	R Price
	
	
	G Rice

	Committee
	R Goldsmith
	
	
	

	
	I Grant
	
	Thurrock Council
	S Gard

	
	T Orton
	
	
	

	
	B Packer
	
	Essex Police
	Sgt John Gray

	
	J Southgate
	
	Essex Police
	NPCP Charlotte Morgan

	
	M White
	
	
	

	
	M Wright
	
	Guests
	Andrew Murphy TBC

	
	M Packer
	
	
	Simon Black TBC

	
	
	
	Apologies
	Dr Ambi

	
	
	
	
	Rev. Deane

	
	
	
	
	N Cooper

	
	
	
	
	P Sparkes

	Residents
	20
	
	
	Sam Walker

	
	
	
	
	Sylvia Yates

	
	
	
	
	Bill Sargent


Welcome Introduction and Apologies

Everyone was welcomed and apologies noted

Minutes of last meeting dated 21st May 2009

The minutes were approved as accurate and signed by the Chairman.

Matters arising
Matters arising were dealt with under the individual sections of the Agenda
Finance

The treasurers stated that the Balance on the Forum account as at the beginning of the financial year was £12500 and now stands at £7900.

The Fun day overspent by Approx £1000 depending on what Capitall Marquees charge as they did not provide the second marquee.  Secretary to look into overspend.  The chair has written to Capitall Marquees.

Bids
A Bid from Dilip Sabnis Patient Participation Group was received. This is to assist with a Diabetic Awareness Day that they wish to hold in September 2009.  They do not receive any funding from the PCT and have to raise their own funds for these types of seminars. The day will be open to all Chadwell Residents regardless of whether they are a patient at the Dilip Sabnis Surgery.  The total cost is £500 and they are asking for £300 the balance being raised by the group from Raffles and other sales.
The Bid was proposed by Malcom White and Seconded by Carol Saunders a vote was taken and agreed with no objections.  Chair to present the bid to the Council for approval.
The outstanding Bid for the Kissing gates. Bill Sargent has placed an order for the gates and the Chair to get an update on when Bill returns from holiday.

Future of the Community Forum.

The chair spoke to the meeting about the future of the Community Forum and said that at Committee level it had been agreed to become an Ltd Company by Guarantee and also to eventually apply for charitable status.  The reason for this action is to make to Forum a legal entity and make easier to apply for outside funding.  There was no guarantee that the Council would continue to fund Forums as seen by the cut in this year’s budget of 25%. John Southgate asked if we had approached one of the other two Forums that have gone down this route as agreed at committee level.  Chair apologised that  he had not yet done so but would ask someone to come to the next meeting.  Also it was suggested that the Local Enterprise Agency could help.
This was put to the meeting proposed by P Saunders Seconded by R Price and carried nem con. (in favour).
Grays First Responders
The chair introduced Bill    ?  from the 1st Grays responders.

Bill introduced himself and explained what the First Responders were about.  He said that when a 999 call goes through to the ambulance service for a patient who has breathing a problem, suspected heart attack or stroke they then get a call one minute later asking for them to attend.  First Responders is a voluntary organisation who are given training in how to use a defibrillator, oxygen masks and how to do CPR.  He  emphasized that they are not Paramedics and they are not allowed to have any siren or exceed the speed limit.

If some one has any of the above problems it is vital that oxygen is given to them within eight minutes to prevent any irreversible brain damage.  If when a call goes through to the emergency services and there is no available ambulance or paramedic the First Responders play a vital role by giving the necessary treatment.  Bill himself is a Lorry driver and if he is on call he has a resuscitation bag ready at home to pick up and go as soon as he gets the call.
Bill then gave a demonstration on how to use the equipment and resuscitate a patient and put them into the recovery position.
The Chair thanked Bill for coming to the meeting.
Police

NCPO Charlotte Morgan gave details of crimes over the past month. There have been 49 reported crimes of which 9 were nuisance crimes and 11 were motor vehicle crimes.  This is a drop in reported crimes since last month.  12 Bikes have been coded and this is an ongoing process.

A large quantity of Cannabis was found in a property in Chadwell and Charlotte asked that if anyone has any information about drug dealing to contact the Police via their Web site

or phone Charlotte on                and leave a message if no one is available.

Sgt. John Gray said that the signs on the Heath had reduced the number of calls they were getting about motorbikes although one had been seized and crushed. The sign at Scott Rd is missing and will be replaced in due course.

A holder of an allotment at Kingsley Walk allotments said there had been some vandalism and that women were getting abuse from residents walking down the Bridle path that runs along side. This has been going on for about 3 months with about 13 incidents.  Sgt. John Gray said that the police had only been made aware of it that day and were in the process of talking to the allotment holders.
A resident from Chelmer House said that a nuisance family that had been evicted and had previously started fires at Chelmer House maybe moving back. This along with another family who are currently resident there was of great concern to other residents. She said that they could not go through the same problems as before as they are greatly concerned for the safety of their families.  Sgt. Gray promised to look into the matter.

A resident from Poole House said they were being kept awake by a dog howling every night from about 2 – 4 in the early hours of the morning.  They phoned 999 as they were concerned that the dog maybe howling because its owner was either ill or dead.  They were not happy with the reception they got from the person who answered the call at Chelmsford and thought they were rather abusive.  They have phoned the RSPCA who cannot do anything without the police being there.  Sgt. John Gray said that this complaint would come under the environmental section of the council and as the problem had been on going on for sometime they would need to keep diary sheets for the council to be able to take further action.
Councillors

Cllr G Rice spoke on the subject of the Brentwood Rd which has been outstanding for several years.  He mentioned that the council were spending £3,000,000.00 on consultants to do unnecessary work why cannot they spend £90.000.00 of that money on the Brentwood Road. All Cllrs will be bringing this matter up at the full council meeting and the Forum will be given an update at the next meeting.

With regard the play equipment on the Heath the Cllrs will be having a meeting with officers of the council on 20th July and invited the Chair to go along.

The councilors have a surgery the first Saturday of every month in Chadwell Library between 11
and 12 o’clock.
Andrew Murphy
Andrew Murphy came to address the meeting about Bio-Diversity on the Heath and in Chadwell  generally.

Mr Murphy explained what Bio-Diversity was about.  It is not a cost cutting exercise and that it is a country wide project.  The idea is to preserve nature especially insects and flowers both of which are gradually dying out in this country.  He said there were some 20 sites across the borough of which Chadwell had three.  One being the North Field on the Heath the second at Wickham Fields and the last at.St.Francis Way
On the Heath they had cut paths to enable the residents  to walk freely.  The grass would have two cuts a year Spring and Autumn.
Andrew Murphy distributed three plan on how bio-diversity could work.

The meeting was very emotive and some of the questions asked were as follows.

Why were the residents not consulted?  Andrew Murphy did hold his hands up and said no consultation was taken although the Councillors were informed.

Residents have to apply for planning permission to anything why not the council?
The site for as long as it has been known has been classified as a recreation ground why change it now?
Where the bio-diversity parts are, all sorts of rubbish is being hidden there, cans, dogs mess, paper, needles and much more?
If you are the experts why is there now vermin and foxes?

Have the council been to any other bio-diversity areas to see how they have done it?

The run up to the fun day was made difficult because of the bio-diversity.

One resident asked why the plan that was agreed with Cllr.M Revell was not being distributed.

Another resident said that he has had vermin indoors which had never happened before.

Children now do not have anywhere to play that is not official.

Some residents were not against bio-diversity but it needs to be in the right place.

One attendee of the meeting said that bio-diversity was not a new thing it is a good idea for the insects, birds, and butterflies.  He said the council cannot please everyone.

One resident demanded that the field be cut as the Council Officers should do what the Portfolio holder says as they run the council not the Officers.

Andrew Murphy emphasized that this was only a pilot scheme and no permanent decision had been made.

The chair asked the meeting to vote on 3 suggestions.

1     Bio-diversity OK in principle    23 residents agreed

2     No to Bio-diversity project at all     1 vote against
3.    Bio-diversity project OK subject to consultation and location being considered.  28 agreed
One resident then demanded the meeting a vote for the grass to be cut for which most people voted for.
Andrew Murphy agreed to cut further sections of the grass but anything else would be discussed with the appropriate people and the residents would be notified.

The chair thanked Andrew Murphy for coming and then apologised to Simon Black for not having enough time left to discuss the play builder monies.  Simon acknowledged this and said he would attend the next meeting.

Next forum meeting

The next meeting will be on the 8th September 2009 at the Herringham School starting at 7.30.

The meeting closed at 9.40pm.
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