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The Chair opened the meeting by welcoming everyone and gave the following apologies.

Cllr.T Fish-Cllr B Rice-Cllr L Worrall-J McCheyne-Norman & Ann Cooper-Bill Sargent-Capt. Aiton
The Chair then outlined what the proposals the Government were making for the increase in toll charges and also the extra Thames Crossing. He also said that the Minister of State, Jackie-Doyle Price MP and Cllr John Kent had been invited.  He confirmed that Jackie Doyle Price MP would be attending the meeting around about 8.15pm as she has had to stay in Parliament for a vote.  Cllr John Kent has sent his apologies as he has a cabinet meeting but has sent a written statement which will be read out later; no apologies have been received from the Minister of State.
Firstly the government are proposing to increase the tolls to £2.00 in the autumn and then further increase them to £2.50 next year.  The reason they give for this is that it will help to reduce the volume of traffic crossing the Bridge and also the increase will help fund a new crossing. The Chair reported that the Highways Agency figures for the crossing show a tailing off of traffic crossing the bridge year-on-year.

Secondly the Government commissioned a feasibility study in 2009 for a second Thames Crossing, with the outcome of three options being suggested: 

1. Alongside the existing Dartford Crossing;
2. From Swanscombe Kent to the A1089 at the Asda Roundabout along the west side of Tilbury and of Chadwell to the M25;
3. From Gravesham to the east of Tilbury, Linford, NNW to the M11 via Orsett Show- ground, Orsett and West Horndon, presumably between Brentwood and Ongar to join the M25.
Cllr Rice said that going parallel with the existing Eurostar line would be the cheapest if it was privately funded.

Email received from Cllr. J Kent 23/8/2011 by Chairman:
“I can’t make this meeting as it is on the same night as the Council’s cabinet meets. My view remains the same as for the last ten months. I, and the council, remain opposed to any further crossing in Thurrock. We need to measure the impact of free flow tolling (council engineers estimate this to be a 20% increase in capacity.) We then need serious improvements to junction 30 / 31. Again, the estimate is this will improve capacity by around 20%. Only when those two measures are in place it would be time to assess the need for any further crossing, but that assessment would need to look at both environmental and social impact as well as the economic case. Frankly, Thurrock already has the worst air quality in the East of England and driving another motorway through the borough will certainly not improve things. On that basis alone I really don’t see much chance of me changing my stance on this issue. Finally, I am glad the Gazette and the MP have at last woken up to this issue as I have spent the past ten months raising it wherever I can.  Kind regards, John.”
It is impossible to minute every comment made but from the following comments it is obvious that wherever the Bridge goes in Thurrock it is going to have an impact on residents.

J McConnell said do away with the Toll Booths.

A resident living in Uplands Purfleet adjacent to the M25 says the noise is horrendous and an inconvenience.
Jill Brock said a journey from Junction 30 on the M25 to Purfleet should only take 4 minutes, but sometimes it can take 1 ½ hours.
Another resident and Cllr Gerard Rice said why not go across the Thames from Canvey via the A130 which is currently being revamped already at Sadlers Farm roundabout.  This would be costly as ships would not get up the Thames to the new Coryton Port unless the bridge gave adequate clearance at high-water.

Cllr. Sue Gray (Belhus) lives 300 yards from the M25 and residents in that ward whose homes back onto the M25 have been asking for a noise-reduction fence to be built behind their homes as they get no respite from traffic-noise unless there is an easterly wind. They would fight any proposal to build another crossing at Dartford. 

A resident said that Thurrock businesses are already suffering because of gridlock.
Increasing fees to reduce traffic is a fallacy because the machines will have to count the coins which takes longer, when the toll is not in round £s’.

Another said why not put it west towards London.

Cllr Mark Coxall said put free flowing tolls in first and amendments to junction 30/31 is critical. Plans by the Essex & Kent council’s are outrageous.

At 8.15pm Jackie Doyle Price MP arrived.
After being introduced Jackie said that Essex & Kent County Council’s have stolen a march by bringing out a document last autumn.  Her preferred option is not to have another bridge in Thurrock at all but to make use of the North Circular by the Blackwall tunnel.  She agreed that the existing tollbooths are the major source of congestion at the existing crossing and that until the tolls are sorted out- and perhaps removed in favour of another toll-collection system - it will not make sense to consider another crossing as the supposed need for one might evaporate. It was mentioned that Cllrs John Kent from Thurrock and Snellin from Gravesham have pledged to oppose any new crossing and Jackie warmly endorsed their cross-party stance on this issue.  She said it is important that there is a proper debate on the issues involved and that residents have their say
Cllr Mike Revell had previously outlined the history of the DfT’s option C and the fact that his postbag was never so big as when he invited responses to the proposal, almost all of which opposed it.  Bearing in mind that option C is substantially identical to the third option in the DfT’s latest consultation and that it would split Thurrock in two there seemed to be nothing to recommend it, on economic or environmental grounds.  The already high incidence of respiratory illnesses in Thurrock generally and Chadwell St Mary in particular, based on first-hand medical evidence, was highlighted by one resident

The DfT’s offer to open the tollbooths when congestion reaches back to the M11 was not seen to be a solution, merely a palliative that would in any case rarely be used.  The general consensus of the meeting was that the tollbooths cause the congestion that in turn creates an apparent need for another crossing and that by removing the first you would remove the need for the second.
It was noted by a show of hands that less than 10 of those present had completed the DfT’s on-line consultation, and residents were strongly urged to do so not later than 23rd September 2011 despite its rather convoluted format.

     The chairman asked for the meetings views on the following points by a show of hands:

· Would those present agree to the proposed toll-increases?  They would not, nem con.

· Would those present sanction the continuance of the tolls at either the current levels or with the increases factored in IF alternative means of collection could be installed?  They would not, nem con.

· Would those present support any of the three alternative routes proposed by the DfT for another Thames Crossing in Thurrock, or that suggested by Essex & Kent County Councils?  They would not, nem con.

Jackie Doyle-Price felt that the feelings of the meeting were quite clear on the issues, and            that she and her fellow Thurrock MP would be actively making representations to the Minister for Roads on behalf of Thurrock residents.  She felt it was important that we actively campaign about this and she recommended that those present sign her petition, the Thurrock Gazette’s on-line petition and the Chadwell Community forum’s own petition.
The Chairman thanked Jackie Doyle-Price for her attendance, particularly as she had had to drive from London at the end of a parliamentary sitting.  He felt that those present had made their views quite clear on the two issues under discussion and was assured that these would be communicated to the Minister.  Everyone was thanked for attending and the meeting closed at 9.10pm.
Public meeting 7th September 2011[Type text]
Page 3

