MINUTES OF CHADWELL COMMUNITY FORUM MEETING

HELD 3rd FEBRUARY 2011 at HERRINGHAM PRIMARY SCHOOL

IN ATTENDANCE
P Saunders Chair (PS) <> C Saunders Secretary  (CS)<>Committee Members N Cooper  (NC) <>          
 R Goldsmith  (RG)<>M Packer  (MP)<>B Packer  (BP)<>M White (MW)<> P Gregory  (PG)<>
J McConnell  (JM)<>Lynne Gregory(LG)<>Sandra Palmer (SP)<>
Police  PCSO Ben Freeman  (BF) PCSO Nicola Warham
Councillors T Fish (TF) B Rice(BR)
Residents   63
APOLOGIES

Councillor G Rice,  Bill Sargent ,  P Sparkes, Sue Jones, PC Singleton, Julie Nelder,  Sue Gard
	AGENDA ITEM
	MINUTES
	ACTION by


	Welcome 
	The Chair welcomed everyone and said how nice it was to see a large turnout
	

	Minutes of the last meeting
	The minutes were read and agreed, and signed as a true copy.


	PS

	Matters arising
From the minutes not on the Agenda
	Adoption of Committee Members.  We have had request from two residents to join the committee.  They are Lynn Gregory and Sandra Palmer.  Both are known and have been agreed by the Committee.  The chair proposed to the meeting that Lynn Gregory and Sandra Palmer be adopted onto the committee, this was seconded by Brenda Packer and carried nem con..

	

	Finance & Bids
	The treasurer was not in attendance to give the meeting a balance of the Forums Bank account.
Bids:-

The Bid for the trips has yet to be agreed by the council.  We have yet to get details and prices of other trips as the Pocahontas is not available until August and Brenda has offered to work on these.


	BP

	Brentwood Road
	The secretary apologised that Julie Nelder was unable to come due to an administration error.  However the discussion was led by Cllr. Tony Fish.

Brief resume: The Forum have for some time been trying to get some sort of weight restriction or chicane on the Brentwood Road to try and stop the heavy lorries thundering along.

Cllr T Fish took up the discussion and told the meeting that before the council can implement a restriction a Traffic Regulation Order (TRO)  has to be made.
Firstly a service request must be raised. 

Then the Council has to advertise the proposed restriction.  This will appear in the Thurrock Gazette and notices placed around the affected site. There are also certain groups of people who have to be notified such as the Emergency Services, Road Haulage Association and bus companies.

There is a 21 day statutory consultation period after the date of the notice.

If objections are received they have to be carefully considered.  A report is then drawn up by an officer of the council and considered by various departments within the council.  The report is then signed by the council official with his or hers recommendation. 
If the request is granted a second notice is placed on the site stating the date the order comes into force.

Cllr Fish advised the meeting that a service request has already been put in place.

A discussion took place amongst the meeting with several problems and questions being highlighted.  These were:-

1. Where are the Lorries going to and from? If they are going to the docks should they not be using the by pass.

2. Lorries stop outside Tesco causing obstructions to traffic and pedestrians.

3. The cost of repairs cause by the Lorries especially as the council after years of lobbying has put a kerb in all the way along Brentwood Rd.

4. Safety of pedestrian and other traffic users.

5. Noise to local residents.

6. Why is the weight limit not enforced?
PCSO Ben Freeman told the meeting that it is not a weight limit for traffic coming through but a weight limit on traffic being allowed to stop on the Brentwood Rd.
It was decided at the meeting that everyone would sign a petition and that we would get these put into shops and the library.  This would then be presented to the council.

One of the problems highlighted during this discussion was the traffic lights at the Cross Keys and the problems of turning right from either direction. Trying to turn right whilst there is traffic coming up the hill especially lorries blocking the view was almost impossible.  The Forum have been campaigning for some time to get filters lights put in and recently the Secretary had a meeting with Sgt John Gray and a Traffic Officer  who both agreed they could see a problem. The traffic officer was going to report back and PCSO Ben Freeman had in fact received this.  He told the meeting that the council had made a visit to the site.  This was conducted by Julie Nelder who said she drove each way by car and had no problems.  We all agreed that this was not correct especially as some drivers jump the lights coming up the hill. As this was quite an important problem to the residents the Secretary suggested we draw up another petition and put this in the library for people to sign.

	

	Proposed 2nd Thames Crossing
	It has been proposed that a 2nd Thames Crossing from Gravesham to Tilbury going along the East side of Tilbury and Chadwell through to Orsett and meeting up with the M11.  This first came to light in 2009 when the route was from Kent to link up with the M25.  Last October Kent County Council announced the changed route to that above linking up with the M11 instead of the M25.
Cllr Kent was invited to the meeting to advise residents of the up to date position but was unable to come although he did promise a report but this was not sent. However Cllr Kent and Cllr Snelling (from Kent) were united in their opposition.  Jackie Doyle Price MP was also invited but due to parliamentary business was unable to come but promised she would attend a meeting when possible. Jacki Doyle Price has said in the local press that the new bridge would be paid for by the increase in toll monies from the existing Dartford crossing.  However she has recently said in the local press that if the junctions 30/31 were to be improved and the toll booths removed there may be no need for a second crossing. We will endeavor to get our MP to the next meeting.

Residents are opposed to this second crossing for the following reasons:-

1. We already have one crossing in Thurrock why another?
2. Would it not be better to have nearer Canvey.

3. Thurrock has one of the highest rates of Asthma in children and adults from the pollution generated by traffic.

4. Get what we have right before considering another one.

5. When the new Dock is open this will create more traffic.

6. The proposed site is on Farmland and Green belt.

The chair said he had drawn up a petition and the residents at the meeting were invited to sign this, we would also try and get this circulated in the Library and shops. Although this crossing may not happen immediately or even at all it is best to get prepared now rather than be taken unawares.  The petition was circulated.


	ALL COMMITTEE MEMBERS

	Councillors Reports
	Cllr. Barbara Rice
Cllr Rice introduced herself and apologised for not attending previous meetings as she has had an operation on her knee and has been out of action.

Cllr Rice said she was on a panel representing Chadwell residents who regularly monitor Basildon Hospital. There have been concerns with the hospital since when the inspectorate went in there in 2009 and found many problems.  Every Hospital has to be registered with the Care Quality Commission (CQC).   In April 2010 there were 5 restrictions so the Hospital could not be registered with the CQC        
A further inspection lifted the restrictions and the Hospital was registered at the lowest level.  The problems were put down to leadership management failing to investigate and feed back.  Every two months the Panel has a meeting with the Chief Executive.
A resident asked what areas were inspected as the Physiotherapy department was grubby with boxes lying around.  Cllr Rice said that most areas are inspected but she would take a look at the next inspection and report back.

Cllr B Rice promised to report on the next inspection by the panel which is due to take place shortly.

The chair thanked Cllr. Rice for her report.

Cllr T Fish Portfolio holder for Social Care
Councillor T Fish gave a brief run down of the cuts to the Adult Social Care budget for 2011 to 2012.
This was an update on the report Cllr Fish gave to the December meeting.
A cut in the government funds means that the council will have to make cuts in the region of 9%.

Three in 5 people are careers and are at risk of having their respite care
reduced.  There is also going to be an increase in the charges for services but as always these will be assessed on the ability to pay.  There will be some 30% of peoples who will not have to pay.
Cllr Fish went on to say that they need to make people aware of what benefits are available.

Details of all the changes are on the Council Web site. 

The Secretary asked Cllr Fish what 106 monies were available from the new development at Sleepers Farm Cottage.  Cllr Fish said he thought the monies were being spent on a cycle path but he did not know where and to contact Cllr G Rice who was in charge of this.  The secretary agreed to email Cllr G Rice for an update.

	Cllr B Rice
CS


	Police Report
	Crime figures for Dec 10 – Jan 11 as follows:-

Assaults up from 4 to 8

Burglaries down from 8 to 7

Criminal damage up from 5 to 8

Robberies up from 0 to2

As previously mentioned PCSO Ben Freeman said he had done all he could regarding the Traffic lights. The meeting has already agreed the above action plan.
The theft of manhole covers is probably due to the increase price of scrap metal.  Thurrock Council will be replacing these. Please let council know if manhole covers are taken.
A resident asked what happens if someone is caught doing anti social behaviour.  Ben said they either get moved on or get taken home to their parents.
Another resident asked if Chadwell is patrolled 24 hours. Ben said they are on shift 8am until midnight when a response team takes over until 8am the next morning.  At present we have two PCSO each doing a shift with a part time Neighbourhood PC.

	BF

TF



	Any other Business
	Quiz Night: - The date for the Quiz night will be announced shortly.
	

	Forum Meeting Dates
	AGM Thursday 14th April 2011 Venue Herringham School
Thursday 9th June 2011 Venue to be advised

Thursday 11th August 2011 venue to be advised

Thursday 13th October 2011 venue to be advised

Thursday  1st December 2011 venue to be advised

	CS
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