MINUTES OF CHADWELL COMMUNITY FORUM MEETING

HELD 12th JANUARY 2010 at HERRINGHAM SCHOOL, 7.30PM
	ATTENDANCE 

	Chair
	P Saunders
	Councillors
	M Canavon

	Vice Chair/Treasurer
	apologies
	
	G Rice

	Secretary
	apologies
	
	

	Committee
	N Cooper
	
	

	
	R Goldsmith
	Thurrock Council
	B Sargent

	Minute Taker
	B Packer
	
	S Gard

	
	J Southgate
	Essex Police
	Sgt John Gray

	
	M White
	
	Apologies NSO D Southgate

	
	S Walker
	
	

	
	
	Residents 
	13 signed in

	
	M Packer
	
	

	
	
	Apologies
	S Heath, J Davison

	
	
	
	Cllr Rice

	
	
	
	Cllr.Fish

	
	
	
	Rev.Nic Deane

	
	
	
	Dr Ambikapathy

	
	
	
	

	Guest Speakers
	Paul Clark
	Thurrock Council
	

	
	Janet Davison
	Thurrock Community Safety Partnership-apologies received
	


A silent tribute was held in memory of Paul Bright, the former Chairman of the forum, who had worked very hard both for the forum and for the community of Chadwell as a whole.
The Chair listed the contents of the packs on seats, and drew residents’ attention to the OCDT survey and also the applications for tickets on the river-trip the forum is hosting on 15th May.

Apologies for Absence per schedule above.
Minutes of the last Meeting and matters arising
The minutes of the 10th November last were received, agreed as a true record and signed by the chairman as such.  No matters arising.
Guest speaker: Paul Clark, Thurrock Council ref. LDF Minerals extraction & waste disposal consultation.
Paul introduced himself and his colleague, Andrew.  The government requires all local authorities to show in their LDF’s that provision has been made for a landbank of mineral supply sufficient for 7 years and that there are facilities to process (in Thurrock’s case) 513,000 tonnes of waste.  A workshop is being held in the civic Offices 1st February.  Thurrock will still have to take some waste from London boroughs, a fact that prompted lively comment from the meeting!  There are no site-specific proposals in Chadwell itself, although two sites nearby – the former glucose plant at Tilbury docks and the sandpit west of the Orsett Cock roundabout – have been identified as having potential; the Cargill site finds favour with Thurrock Thames Gateway Development Corp’n (hereafter referred to as TTGDC).
Paul left leaflets and consultation forms and residents were urged to complete these for lodgment with the Council by 13th Feb latest.
Councillors Reports
Cllr M Canavon – Play builder
Cllr. M Canavon said that consultation with residents of Aluric Close would be taking place and the Playbuilder equipment should be installed within the next two months.  It was pointed out that if the TTGDC had their way houses would be built right across Aluric field.  It was also stated that Thurrock Council seemed to have ignored residents’ earlier wishes to have the Playbuilder equipment sited on Wickham Field.
The latest information on Chadwell Primary School is that it would be federated with Herringham School but the process was still incomplete.
In response to a question Cllr Canavon said she had no news on whether work would commence on the Brentwood Road and referred the questioner to (absent) Cllr Rice.

Police

Sgt John Gray apologized for the absence of NSO Dave Southgate and gave a breakdown of the crime and incident figures for Chadwell; these show a decline from November to December, partly due to the weather.  He had “goody-bags” for residents to take away as part of a local initiative to reduce burglaries in the home; he emphasized that householders should keep keys in their bedrooms and not leave them in a kitchen or other room where they can be easily stolen. He answered residents’ questions.

Bill Sargent Local Estates Manager

The garages in Meredith Road are to be demolished and replaced, thus removing a local problem.  Notice-boards are to be installed centrally in blocks of flat so that residents can (a) see what activity there has been by Council staff; (b) be kept informed of local activities and developments.

The fire in the block in Riverview did not result in any injuries or fatalities; 8 families were affected and all have either been re-housed or are staying with relatives.  The cause of the fire is not thought to be suspicious, and it is too soon to say when the affected flats will become inhabitable again.

There is still a question-mark over the future of the management of Alf Lowne Court and Vigerons Way; Thurrock Council’s preferred option is for the two to be managed jointly when PL leaves for Kynoch Court, but there are still outstanding issues to be resolved.

Finance & bids
In the Hon Treasurer’s absence the Chair reported that the forum’s bank balance was £13,989-50 as at 11/1/2010 and that we had £1053-00 remaining of our 2009-10 budget to spend.  Two bids were received, discussed and agreed nem con by the meeting as follows:-

1.  To assist in providing fencing for Kingsley Walk Allotment Association around two sides of the plot they have taken over at the rear of Merton Place (the Chair mentioned this plot is behind his house).  The total cost is £4629-00 of which the forum will provide £1053-00 as above, £1604-00 that is held by the Council being the unspent balance of the bid-monies received for new kissing-gates on Orsett Heath, and the balance Bill Sargent has kindly agreed to provide from his Local Schemes budget.  This item will be paid for through the council in order that the VAT can be re-couped.

2. Owing to internal problems and the resignation of Mr. O’Flaherty the agreed bid of £705 will not be made available to Chadwell Boxing Club.  However, Thurrock Council have agreed in principle that this can be used to repair and refurbish the village sign in St Mary’s churchyard, by fixing the painting to one side and securing it on the aluminium-sheet with a beading; by blacking over the side facing the church and rubbing down and re-painting the frame.
Any other Business

Chair gave details of the river-trip on 15th May, stating that numbers will be restricted to 80 and a bus laid on to/from the ferry.  27 places have already been taken, and he asked that applications be completed by everyone for administrative and Health & Safety purposes.

Chair gave a report of the meeting attended by Rev Deane, Richard Price, Carol Saunders, Gerry Taylor Alan Warren and himself 11th January with TTGDC concerning the future of Chadwell library site.  The impression given was that the Development Corporation intend to have an all-purpose community facility built on the site, including a library, medical centre, cafeteria (?) and offices for Council staff; he mentioned that Essex Police were not apparently seeking any space in the new facility.  Verbal assurances were given by the TTGDC side that there is no intention to build on Aluric Field or to implement their plan published in November 2009; the Chair expressed his opinion that the community should nevertheless keep a close eye on the proposals that finally emerge from the Development Corporation!
Next meeting 
9th March 2010 or AGM 13th April 2010 to be confirmed, at Herringham Primary School.
Meeting closed 9.25pm
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