
MINUTES OF CHADWELL COMMUNITY FORUM MEETING

HELD 16th DECEMBER 2010 at HERRINGHAM PRIMARY SCHOOL

IN ATTENDANCE
P Saunders  Chair  (PS) <> C Saunders Secretary  (CS)<>Committee Members N Cooper  (NC) <>           R Goldsmith  (RG)<>M Packer  (MP)<>B Packer  (BP)<>M White (MW)<> P Gregory  (PG)<>
J McConnell  (JM)

Police PCSO Ben Freeman  (BF)

Councillors T Fish (TF)

Residents 6

APOLOGIES

Councillors G & B Rice Bill Sargent  P Sparkes

	AGENDA ITEM
	MINUTES
	ACTION by
PERSON

	Welcome 
	The Chair welcomed everyone for making the effort to come as the weather had turned to snow.  He asked Reg to welcome everyone by playing a song.
	

	Minutes of the last meeting
	The minutes were read and agreed, and signed as a true copy.


	PS

	Matters arising
	The Chair advised the meeting that Dr. Ambikapathy has resigned from the committee as he has retired as a local GP in Chadwell and that Sam Walker has also resigned as he has moved out of the Chadwell area.  We are therefore looking for new committee members.
	

	Finance & Bids
	The treasurer was not in attendance to give the meeting a balance of the Forums Bank account.
Bids:-

The Fun Day Bid for £1500 has been agreed by the council. This will be a joint venture with Herringham  School for.  A meeting has been set up with the Herringham PTA for 18th January 2011.

The Bid for the Pocahontas has yet to go in but we have been advised by the skipper of the Pocahontas that a full day trip to Whitstable could not be done until August 2011 due to tides and previous bookings.  We will put the Bid into the council and if agreed, decide whether we want to wait until August or go somewhere else.
	

	Councilor’s Report
	Councillor T Fish gave a brief rundown of the cuts to the Adult Social Care budget for 2011 to 2012.
A cut in the government funds means that the council will have to make cuts in the region of 9%.

One in 10 people are carers and are at risk of having their respite

reduced.  There is also going to be an increase in the charges for services but as always these will be assessed on the ability to pay.  There will be some 30% of peoples who will not have to pay.

Details of all the changes are on the Council Web site. 

Councillor Fish asked the meeting what their feelings were on the new proposed second bridge which will run from Gravesend along the east side of Tilbury, Chadwell and Orsett and then cross over to the M11.  Councillor Fish said that Thurrock Council had not been consulted about the plans that Kent Council have drawn up.
Most people at the meeting were opposed to it giving the following objections.

This will gridlock the area of Chadwell; the traffic is already at breaking point.

Why does Thurrock have to have a second crossing?
The area around the Dartford Tunnel is a complete rubbish area, and does not give a good impression to people entering Thurrock from Kent; if this goes ahead it will be the same in Chadwell.

Although it will mean jobs for 4-6000 people how many of these will be for Thurrock people?
The residents of Chadwell have had to put up with no investment into the area and always get forgotten and now we are having this imposed on us.
The chair said he had approached the MP Jacqui Doyle Price about attending a meeting jointly with the Tilbury, East Tilbury and Orsett Forums.  Jacqui Doyle Price is in agreement with the proposed bridge and has said that the tolls on the existing crossing will be increased to cover the costs of the new bridge.  

Councillor Fish request that we do nothing until he finds out more details of the proposed bridge.

However it was agreed that we do not wait too long before organizing this meeting as we would not want to be in the position of the bridge being agreed without consultation with residents.

The chair mentioned the new power station which was originally planned as a carbon capture plant through pipes to the North Sea.

This has now been changed to an ordinary power station with fumes vented into the air.  The chair has been talking with the Head of the Gateway Academy and they are trying to set up a consultation between residents and the Power station.

The A128 is causing problem with the amount of lorries going through Chadwell. There is a 7.5 ton limit on this road. The road is not wide enough to take these lorries and a recent meeting with the traffic police resulted in no action. There is also a problem at the Cross Keys  traffic  lights as vehicles turning right from the Orsett Cock cannot see traffic coming up the hill from Tilbury and people jumping the lights are creating near misses.  At the same meeting with the Traffic Officer he agreed that there was a problem and would be making a report to the Council.  Sgt Gray was at the same meeting and we are waiting for an up date.  The traffic officer stated that as houses were being built on the corner there should be some s.106 monies available and perhaps could be used to alter the lights.  Councillor T Fish to check for s.106 monies
	   TF

TF

	Police Report
	PCSO Ben Freeman was also asked to chase the report from the traffic officer regarding the lights.
Ben also advised that the limit on the A128 is a 7.5 weight limit.  Councillor Fish to email council about enforcement.
Ben advised the meeting that Sgt John Gray has been moved to Grays and the new sergeant is Lee Argent.  We also have a new area inspector Anna Brennan.

There are present 4 PCSO’S in Chadwell but this will be reduced to 

3 shortly as Stanford and Corringham are short.  At present there is no NCSO officer.
Crime figure as follows.

Violent Crimes down from 5 in October to 1 in November

Burglaries up from 2 in October to 3 in November but one was due to a front door being left open.

Robberies down from 1 in October to none in November

Anti Social Behaviour down from 62 in October to 27 in November which is good as this included bonfire night.

The three NAPS 

Bikes none reported

Littering None reported

Under age drinking 1 reported.

CS said she was surprised that there had been no incidents of littering as there was plenty of rubbish on the roads and pavements.  CS requested that the police are proactive in catching culprits and do not wait for reports.

There has been a problem with dogs in Thames Drive with one report of a resident being bitten.  Ben said that as far as he was aware this had been resolved but to report any further incidents.

Naps for next two months to be kept the same.


	BF

TF

  BF

	Any other Business
	The Chair asked if Tuesdays is a good day to hold Forum meetings.  We always had then on Thursdays but were changed to Tuesdays for the Councillors but since then they have been unable to attend.  Councillor Fish said it is difficult for all councilors to attend and it was agreed that we would like at least one councilor to attend each meeting.
Quiz Night :- We are hoping to hold a Quiz evening in March and MW to liaise with his Father-in-law.  We will set a date at our next committee meeting. 
	CS

	Forum Meeting Dates
	Thursday 3rd Febrauary 2011 Herringham School

Thursday 7th April 2011 Venue to be advised

Thursday 9th June 2011 Venue to be advised

Thursday 11th August 2011 venue to be advised

Thursday 13th October 2011 venue to be advised

Thursday  8th December 2011 venue to be advised


	CS
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Residents then enjoyed entertainment from Reg Goldsmith and John Dockrill and the Forum served mince pies, sausage rolls and mulled wine.  It was a very enjoyable evening and every said how good the entertainment was.  We are hoping to do a similar evening when the weather has improved
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