
MINUTES OF CHADWELL COMMUNITY FORUM MEETING

HELD 8TH JUNE 2010 AT HERRINGHAM SCHOOL, 7.30PM
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1.  The Chair opened the meeting by announcing that the forum had been awarded a certificate from the National council for the Voluntary Sector; he said that this was a reflection on the commitment of residents who support the forum and its activities, not just the Forum committee members.

2. Apologies for absence were received from Dr Ambi, Sydney Heath, Cllr Barbara rice and John Southgate.

3. The minutes of the last Forum meeting 13th April 2010 were received and approved a true record.  Arising there from:-it was stated that Chadwell Methodist has been sold to the highest bidder (not One Community Development Trust) whose identity is unknown.  A resident pursued the question of the traffic-lights at the “Cross Keys” which he felt badly needed re-timing and a number of other residents present supported this.  Sgt Gray undertook to cover this later in his spot in the meeting.

4. Rob Groves, Chief Officer of One Community Development Trust was introduced by the Chair (who pointed out that Carol Saunders and he were both director-trustees of that company).  Rob explained why the company had been set up (to improve and empower the communities of Chadwell and Tilbury) and that the company is based at 134 Dock Road, Tilbury with a presence in the Community resource Centre.  In addition to himself the company employs 5 part-time staff, and they are tasked with community involvement and empowerment, interacting with residents and trying to encourage engagement.  Nominations for Local Champions from both areas have been found, and these people have been selected because they have the motivation to want to improve and encourage others to develop their own potential through suitable training-opportunities and locally provided courses.  The target is to recruit 150 Local Champions.  300 surveys have been delivered to residents to find out what issues they consider deserve priority.  Focus-groups are being/will be set up in all local schools to encourage community engagement by younger residents, a sector that has been particularly neglected in the past.  This might be started off with gardening and environmental projects

5. Rob stated that there are 450 development trusts in England and Wales, most of which are charitable companies limited by guarantee as is OCDT.  They are community-led organisations, which have links with other organisations locally; e.g. the local authority, the police, local businesses, the PCT, etc.  The board and members of OCDT visited the Sunlight Development trust in Gillingham earlier this year, and were impressed by the range of revenue-earning activities that that Trust is involved with, including a recording studio, a local radio station, GP-surgery cafes and their own cafe.  They have the advantage of occupying premises owned by Medway DC at a peppercorn rent however.  The Goodwin Development Trust, set up in Hull by a group of like-minded residents of a particularly deprived estate, now owns buildings which it hires out for training, functions and meetings.  OCDT had hoped to purchase the former Methodist in Riverview but was outbid.  Shop-premises her would be beneficial, to raise OCDT’s profile and let the community know what the company can offer.  Mr Groves added that a local branch of the Essex Credit Union has now been set up through OCDT, and that 134 Dock Road is authorised to accept deposits for account holders.

Rob concluded by asking for further volunteers for Local Champions and advised that there is office space to let in the Tilbury Community Resource Centre.  The Chair thanked him.

6. Jean Collis gave a short presentation about Thurrock Old Peoples’ Forum, the sector of the community it serves and the activities and services it promotes.  Cllr fish endorsed this.  Jean mentioned the new medical centre that had opened in Grays High St on a drop-in basis, and they are starting a Medical Programme on June 21st.  Age Concern-Thurrock can assist those with mobility problems by providing wheelchairs and will collect any unwanted wheelchairs for further use.  The forum aims to help Old Peoples’ issue get raised and dealt with in Thurrock and it meets bi-monthly in the Civic Offices, next meeting in August.  The Chair thanked Jean for this.

7. Mr Peter Gregory, Chair of Kingsley Walk Allotments Association was proposed by Peter Saunders for election to the Forum committee, this having been unanimously endorsed by the existing committee members; the proposal was seconded by Richard Price and carried nem con.

8. The Hon Treasurer reported a bank balance of £10,573-25 currently.  A bid for £400-00 to fund a coach-trip by the local guides to the movement’s centennial at Crystal Palace (total cost £650-00) was proposed for acceptance by Richard Price, seconded by Lynn  Gregory (having been endorsed by the Committee previously) and agreed by this meeting.  A bid for £300-00 towards prizes for Kingsley Walk Allotment Association’s scarecrow competition on July 17th next, having been endorsed previously by the committee, was proposed by Maurice Packer, seconded by Richard Price and carried nem con.  It was noted that Thurrock Council have agreed our bid for a new public notice-board outside the library, opposite the “Cross Keys”.

9. Carol Saunders asked for volunteers to act as stewards at the Fun-day on July 3rd.  An appeal for deliverers of Forum notices was also made.

10. Sgt John Gray introduced himself and there had been 19 violent crimes so far in 2010, 91 anti-social incidents ranging from abandoned vehicles to loose horses, and 2 cannabis factories had been raided (both in domestic properties).   Regarding the “Cross Keys” lights he stated they had been reported to Traffic Division and an outcome is awaited.  He appealed for Community Speed Watchers, volunteers aged between 18-80 who would be trained to use equipment in local locations to check upon speeding motorists although with no powers of arrest or stoppage.  Setting this scheme up will cost £700-00 initially and thereafter £184-00 p.a.  In response to a request from Sgt Gray for our Neighbourhood Action Plans (NAPs’) the meeting opted for (a) action to keep the nuisance from illegal motor-biking under control; (b) to clamp down on littering, which is now an offence the police are empowered to deal with; and (c) to keep an eye out for a possible upsurge in anti-social behaviour during the schools’ summer holidays, especially at the beginning.

11. Cllr Tony Fish reported that the radio mast proposal for Defoe Parade had been vetoed by the Council’s Planning committee on the grounds that it is local policy not to have such masts in areas of high-density housing.  Speeding in Brentwood Road is a problem still and the Council is working with the police on this one.  Control of Thurrock Council has passed to Labour, whose priorities will be Adult Social Care, Crime and Disorder.  Funding for NGage has been secured for 6 months and it is hope to extend this to the whole financial year.

Cllr Gerard Rice thanked all those who supported the campaign against the mast in Defoe Parade for their support; he pointed out some discrepancies in the evidence supporting the application!  Part of Claudian Way will be re-surfaced and he hopes to have Vigerons Way looked at with a view to this.  He asked if the forum would fund a “Chadwell in Bloom” project and said that Luke Love has some wildflower-seeds to help this off the ground.  Taxis will be allowed to fly the cross of St George till July 31st in view of the World Cup football contest.  Parking in Thurrock is now free after 6pm daily.  It was noted that there is now no bus connection to Orsett hospital.

Cllr rice said that Thurrock council will have to compile an emergency budget by June 16th, and that cuts and adjustments in budgets already set will be needed as the council faces a deficit of £1.3million.  Some savings will be made by economising on the number of consultants commissioned by the council.

Mr McConnell pointed out that lorry traffic in the Brentwood road has increased and asked if a chicane-restriction could be made; this is not possible owing to the need for emergency-vehicles to have access that way.  Derek pointed out that lorries are still parking on pavements in Linford Road waiting to get into Coward’s yard early in the mornings, although they have mostly gone by school time.  The Secretary asked Cllr. Rice to get the council to tidy up the rosebeds along the east side of Brentwood Road.  The Chair thanked the Councillors for their reports.

12. Bill Sargent stated that he has some funds from his Local Schemes budget that can be used to a certain extent to assist the forum in funding local projects.   The capital spend is to be prioritised on social housing and on renewing doors and windows – a rolling programme in Thurrock.  There have been 2 evictions of Council tenants in Chadwell, resulting from cases of domestic violence and sustained  anti-social behaviour.  It is felt there should be a multi-agency approach to anti-social behaviour, to include the mental health aspect.  Sharon Pritchard will be coming to our August meeting to speak about the current phase of recycling and bins!  Sue Bloss might also come.  A resident observed that builders have left rubble and refuse by the side of the house they built in Nevell Road.  A resident asked if the railings in Brentwood Road could be renewed, but it was stated that renewing the lot would be too costly, especially in the current economic climate.  Bill was thanked by the Chair for his report and presentation, and for his offer of assistance.

13. Any other business:  As the river-trip to Greenwich was a great success the meeting was asked for further suggestions for future outings.  Kentwell Hall in Suffolk and also Wisley Garden (RHS) were mentioned, as were a further river-trip (downstream) and Duxford Air Museum.  The Chair suggested Jonathan Catton, local historian, as a future guest-speaker, along with Sean Bajnowski with his marimba and the meeting agreed we should try for both.  It was announced that there was a “Conflict Resolution” seminar taking place on June 22nd, from 9.30am to 4.30pm and that this would deal with issues specific to communities, e.g. disputes between neighbours.  It was confirmed that the sign in St Mary’s churchyard has been repaired and replaced.  
14. Meeting closed at 9.20pm, the next forum meeting being August 10th, venue to be confirmed.
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