MINUTES OF CHADWELL COMMUNITY FORUM MEETING

HELD ON THE 10th AUGUST 2010 AT EMMANUEL CHURCH at 7.30PM
	ATTENDANCE 

	Chair
	P Saunders
	Thurrock Council
	Bill Sargent

	Secretary
	C Saunders
	
	Sharon Pritchard

	Committee
	N Cooper
	
	

	
	R Goldsmith
	Essex Police
	Sgt John Gray

	
	J McConnell
	
	

	
	M White
	
	

	
	P Gregory
	Residents 
	

	
	
	
	


Welcome, Apologies and Announcements

The chair welcomed everyone and gave apologies for absence from R Price and Maurice and Brenda Packer.

The chair announced that the committee had received from John Southgate his resignation from the committee due to health problems.  The chair said that John had been a dedicated member of the committee for many years and valued his input.  We wish John well for the future and will ask him to the next meeting for a small presentation.
Guest for our next meeting on the 10th October 2010 will be Jonathan Catton a local historian to give a short talk on Chadwell.  We have also invited Shaun Bajnocsky Who plays the Marimba to come and give a recital subject to work commitments at the Purfleet Opera House.

One Community Development Trust are organising a litter pick in Aluric Close on Wednesday 25th August starting at 10.ooam.  Please let chair know if anyone is interested.

Minutes of the last meeting and matters arising

Minutes of the 8th June were read and agreed, the Chair signed as a true copy.

Bids and Funding

The chair announced that our funding for this year would be cut by approx one third, the exact figure to be given by the Council.  At the recent Thurrock Association of Forums (TAF) meeting it was announced by the council that all Forum funding would be cut to nil as from next year.  The chairs asked if the council would still give each Forum some admin monies and also cover the Website fees and Public Liability Insurance to enable the Forums to carry on.  Simon Black from the council thought this was a reasonable request and said he would put this forward to the council for a decision.
The secretary put forward the following bids but said that not all would be possible if funds were cut.

1. A Bid of £900.00 was received from the Parochial Church Council of Chadwell St. Mary to help with two notice |boards, one for each of St. Mary’s Church and Emmanuel Church. The total cost for these is approx £2500.  These would be an asset for Chadwell as they are at each end of the village and could be used for displaying both church and Forum notices.  It was noted that Norman Cooper has an interest in the request as Church Warden of the Emmanuel Church and was not eligible to vote.  After further discussions the Bid was proposed by P Saunders seconded by Malcolm White and there were 12 in favour with no one against.
2. A Bid for £200 for the ABC Players towards there annual entertainment show.  The bid was received from Patsy Campe, director of the show, in the sum of £2000.00 pounds.  This was to pay for the hiring of Thameside Theatre.  They have already received a grant of £1200 from “1000 days to go”.  The secretary had requested further information from them to see who would benefit from the show. Patsy said that the show is open to everyone in Thurrock and that there would be a matinee performance free for the senior citizens and another show in the evening when tickets would be on sale.  Members of the cast come from various locations although they do rehearse in Arthur Barnes court.  The committee had already discussed this bid and thought that as the beneficiaries were from across the Borough that this Bid should be open for all Forums to contribute.  The Chair therefore proposed that we sanction £200 and this was seconded by Malcolm White and the meeting were all in favour.

3. A Bid for £2000 for a Fun Day.  The secretary said that the Forum would not be hosting its usual Fun day next year due to the restrictions and a cut in Funding.  However we have been asked by the Head of Herringham School if we would consider hosting a joint Fun Day with them.  The chair therefore proposed we put a bid in for £2000.00 this was seconded by Peter Gregory and the meeting were all in favour.

4. Earlier this year we had a Boat Trip on the Pocahontas to Greenwich which was thoroughly enjoyed by everyone.  We are proposing to do another trip next May, this time to Whitstable, again on the Pocahontas.  The chair proposed we put a Bid in for £1500.00 seconded by Malcolm White and the meeting were all in favour.
5. A Bid was received from Kingsley Walk and Merton Place Allotments in the sum of £856.00.  This is for the purchase of paving slabs so that an area can be used for community use and eventually to have a community shed erected that can be used for the public to come and learn about gardening and allotments. It was noted that Peter and Lynne Gregory had an interest and was there unable to vote. The Chair proposed the sum of £856 this was seconded by Reg Goldsmith the meeting were all in favour.
A lady from Vigerons Court asked if there was any funding available for a shed for mobility scooters. The Forum had no funds but Bill Sargent said he would speak to her afterwards as he thought that he could assist.
Sharon Pritchard Manager for Recycling Thurrock Borough Council.

Sharon thanked everyone for increasing the amount of recycling in Thurrock. Sharon said that the council had recently issued a magazine with three cards showing what can be put into each bin. Unfortunately there was an error on the card for the Blue bin in that it mentioned that plastic carrier bags can be put in.   However this is not the case as residents are putting food and other contaminated items inside a carrier bag in the blue bin.  This has resulted in a large amount of refuse that could not be recycled.  The council issued a statement in the local press about carrier bags but this has led to more confusion. Sharon therefore said what items could be put into each bin.

Brown Bin   Unused food that is not in wrappers plus gardening waste.  Food could be put into newspaper or the compostable bags that you can buy.  The waste from the brown bins is then turned into soil improver and used on agriculture or parkland. 
Blue Bins  All paper; cardboard, plastic food trays, yogurt and butter pots, and tins must be put into the Blue bins loose.  Carrier bags of any description whether empty or not must NOT be placed in the Blue Bin. The question was asked about shredded paper as if this is put in loose the chances of it being distributed down the street was high.  Sharon said that shredded paper must not be put in carrier bags and the best way would be to either burn it or put it in a compost bin. The contents of these bins go to Nordic at the Docks who transport possibly to Rotterdam where it is turned into paper.
Green Bin   Any other household rubbish should be placed in these bins for taking to a Landfill site. This is where we can save costs by recycling as the council get charged by the ton for refuse placed in Landfill sites. Sharon said that only household rubbish and no other can go into the bins.
One resident asked if businesses pay for their rubbish clearance as behind some of the shops in Defoe Parade appears to be what looks like asbestos and also old rubbish sacks that had not been removed.  Sharon said that businesses can choose who they pay for their rubbish clearance whether it be the council or some other private company.  Bill Sargent said he would look into this and report back.
The resident also said that one of the bins in Vigerons Way had maggots in it because it was not emptied by the council. Sharon said that they can get a new bin via their Warden.  Vigerons Way also had a problem with their bins not being put back. Sharon to inform company that bins should be put back.

One resident in Heath Road said that the bins were wonderful and working well.

The Chair thanked Sharon for coming.

Terry Piccolo Thurrock Community Empowerment Network (TCEN)

Terry explained that the TCEN was part of the pathfinder scheme that encourages residents to become active in the community either by doing voluntary work or take  part in the decision making process.
There are lots of free courses on various subjects to enable you to do volunteering e.g. Book- Keeping, Personal Development, and Food Hygiene. Details of courses can be found in local libraries, Thurrock Learning College, Ngage, or by completing the card handed out and returning it to TCEN at the Beehive. There is a monthly Email Bulletin that lets you know of what courses are available also details of what consultations are available on the council website as well as good news stories.  To receive this email you must complete and sign the Information Card which authorises TCEN to hold your email address on their data base.  There are also Local councillors and School Governors’ who will chat about getting involved in either becoming a councillor or school governor.

Thurrock council has at present got a consultation on line about setting next year’s budget and you can input ideas of your own. There is also a consultation regarding Housing Allocation.
A resident asked about Credit Union and Terry said that One Community Development Trust had been given money for this.  The secretary confirmed that this was the case and that a credit union had been setup in Tilbury and hopefully one would also be set up in Chadwell shortly.

The chair thanked Terry for coming.

Local Councillors.

Unfortunately no Councillors attended the meeting to give an update.

Sgt. John Gray   

          Sgt Gray informed the meeting that the traffic lights at the “Cross Keys” had been checked for timing and found to be ok. However an officer from Traffic will be going to Chadwell with John to have a look at the problems of turning right from any direction.  The secretary asked if she could be advised when this would be so that she could also explain the problem on behalf of the Forum and also on a personal level.
Sgt Gray advised the meeting of the following crime figures for June and July

16 Violent crimes June and 14 in July these were mainly domestic issues

There had been 3 burglaries in two months.

Anti Social behaviour 55 in June and 39 in July these were, in the main disputes between neighbours.

Street nuisance including vehicle nuisance 7 in June and 1 in July

Vehicle damage 13 in total

There has been no response for volunteers to operate the speed camera.

A resident asked if anything could be done about the cars speeding along Godman Road by Poole House and cars parked on the corner making it difficult to turn left or right.
Another resident from a flat had reported an incident of anti social behaviour to the police and after they left his wife was threatened by the perpetrator.  Sgt J Gray said unless the threatening behaviour is reported to the police there is little they can do.
PC Southgate neighbourhood officer for Chadwell had moved on and they are waiting for a replacement.

Another resident said that there had been vast improvement on the Heath with regard to motorcycles.
Someone else asked if there was going to be an alcohol ban on Aluric Close, Sgt Gray said there was no plans in the immediate future.

Three NAPS are off road bikes in the Thames Drive and Riverview areas, underage drinking and litter.

           The chair thanked Sgt Gray

Bill Sargent Local Estates Manager Thurrock Borough Council
Bill said that although we are three and half weeks into the school summer term he had received no reports of incidents. He mentioned that he still had funds in the local budget scheme as his funding had been left alone.  The two lockable bollards in Camden Close had been replaced the then removed again. The gantry over the pyramid car park entrance had had the padlock replaced and was now made safe.

A resident asked if the toilets in the Library were for public use.  Bill said unfortunately they were not.

The chair mentioned that there was no more news on the regeneration of the Library.

Bill said any trees on housing land will be kept tidy for Health and Safety reasons.  Liz Wood at the council will deal any deceased trees.

            The chair thanked \Bill  

The chair mentioned that there were two vacancies on the Forum committee and anyone was welcome to apply.

The meeting was closed.
            The next meeting will be on the 12th October 2010 at the Herringham School.
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